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BIGBOONVILLE 


Barbara  Brown  Meyer 


JUST  STEPPING  UP  TO  THE 
OLD  TICKET  WINDOW  WAS  A  THPILL... 


STANDING  THERE,  ALL  DRESSED  UP 
FOR  THE  BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR, 
WITH  A  WARM  SUMMER  AFTERNOON 
BREEZE  BLOWING  OR  A  FULL  MOON 
OVERHEAD:  THE  SOUNDS  OF  LIVELY 
MUSIC  FROM  THE  CAROUSEL  AND  THE 
MERRY-GO-ROUND,  THE  COLORFUL 
LIGHTS  FROM  THE  FERRIS  WHEEL. 

THE  SMELLS  OF  NEW  SAWDUST  ON 
THE  GROUND,  FRESH  POPCORN  BEING 
POPPED  AND  FISH  SANDWICHES  BEING 
FRIED  ON  THE  GRILL,  ALONG  WITH 
GREEN  PEPPERS  AND  ONIONS  AND  POLISH 
SAUSAGES.   AND  THE  SWEET,  SUGARY 
SMELLS  OF  HOMEMADE  TAFFY  BEING  PULLED 
AND  FROTHY  COTTON  CANDY  AND  RED  CANDY 
APPLES.   AND  THOSE  TALL  COLD  LEMON 
SHAKE-UPS  AND  MULTI-COLORED  SNOW 
CONES. 
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AND  THERE  WERE 
THE  SOUNDS  OF  CHILDREN 
LAUGHING  AND  THE  SHOUTS 
OF  JOY  &  EXCITEMENT 
FROM  THE  PEOPLE  ON  THE 
RIDES  ALONG  THE  MIDWAY.. 

AND  YOU  STOOD  THERE 
ON  THE  THRESHOLD  TO  A 
FUN-FILLED  INTERLUDE, 
THE  ONLY  PROBLEM  IN 
DECIDING  JUST  WHICH 
DIRECTION  TO  START 
WALKING  IN  FIRST. 

FOR  99  years,  just  short 
of  a  Century,  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  was  very 
much  a  part  of  life  & 
times  in  Warrick  County. 

Perhaps  because  it  was 
so  reminiscent  of  a 
bygone  Era,  so  original, 
so  grand,  so  extravagant 
&  so  exceptional,  we 
will  never  see  the  likes 
of  it  again .... 


DEDICATION: 


It  was  1935  when  the 
young  lady  from  the  country 
school  met  the  young  man 
from  the  hills  of  Kentucky. 

It  was  at  a  Medicine  Show 
on  the  Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds. 
She  and  a  girlfriend  stood 
fascinated  by  magic  tricks  when/ 
suddenly,  the  lean  young  man 
standing  in  front  of  them  stepped 
back  and  mashed  her  toe! 

She  thought  it  was  sweet 
that  he  kept  apologizing.  He 
thought  she  was  pretty  and 
asked  if  he  could  see  her 
again  sometime^  and  the  rest  is 
history. ... 


I  dedicate  this  book  to  my 
late  parents: 

BILL  &  RUTH  BROWN 


A, 


THE  BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR 
was  a  great  place  to 
socialize  and  to  meet 
the  opposite  sex. 
Here,  a  group  of  young 
people  line  the  fence 
alongside  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds. 


d  Fair  will  be\  Here  in 


A 


■!^. 


Two  Weeks! 


\K-/J  1- 


ks! 


GET  YOUR  PERMANENT  NOW! 

i  ' 

A  "Wave  desimied  for  you,  to  conform   it  Q    OO 
witji   your   individual  type,  for   duly  ^^JmUxJ 

NOBTH  TH  -TY  SjypiO 


Local  beauty 
shops  offered  a 
special  rate  on 
"Permanent  Waves" 
for  those  getting 
ready  to  attend 
the  Big  Boonville 
Fair  and  hat  shops 
such  as  Emma  Cassidy's 
near  the  Old  Depot 
ran  a  sale  of 
"afternoon  hats" 
every  year  at  fair 
time . 
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PHILLIPINE  WIEBE,  of  rural 
Selvin,  was  one  of  many 
homemakers  who  tended  to 
their  chores  early  in  order 
to  travel  to  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair  &  spend  the  day. 
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In  December  of  1856, 
a  group  of  Warrick  County 
men  met  for  the  first 
time  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  organizing  an  annual 
county  fair. 

A  man  named  NATHAN  PYATT 
presided  over  the  meeting, 
and  others  involved  were 
JAMES  BATES,  W.G.  RALSTON, 
&  D.F.  BATES. 
At  the  next  such  meeting, 
which  was  held  later  in 
December  of  that  year, 
others  such  as  GURLEY 
TAYLOR,  STEPHEN  GOAD, 
H.H.  EVANS,  ABRAHAM  BOYER , 
&  THEODORE  RICKRICH  were 
interested  in  becoming 
involved . 

Within  days,  this  group 
had  given  themselves  the 
name  "Warrick  County 
Agricultural  Society"  & 
had  purchased  ground  one 
mile  West  of  Boonville. 
A  large  amphitheatre  was 
erected  and  a  barn  was 
added,  along  with  a  wooden 
fence  and  a  racetrack. 
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GURLEY  TAYLOH. 


't^heodore 


KICKWCH. 
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In  the  beginning  of 
THE  BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR, 
anyone  and  everyone  who 
wished  to  could  enter 
an  exhibit  to  be  judged.  ^ 

Often  times,  an  entire 
family  took  part,  planning 
all  year.   Mother  entered 
her  favorite  recipe  for 
canned  corn  relish  or 
watermelon  pickles,  while 
kids  grew  flowers  from 
seeds  and  spruced  up 
their  pet  rabbits  and 
chickens  to  show. 

Competition  between  rural 
families  was  more  like 
rivalry,  especially  among 
the  women  folk. 


X 
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CANMNO  TOMATOES 

NOW  ON  AT  RAUTH'S 

PRICED  CHEAP  . . .  Probabfy  Lowest  that 
It  Will   Be  All   Summer 

f/tl  YOUR  CANS  NOW  WHILE  YOU  HAVE  A   CHANCE 

RAUtH  BROS. 


The  men  of  the  family 
back  then  loved  to  show 
off  their  plowing  skills. 
Fortunately,  there  was 
even  a  contest  for  that 
during  the  week-long 
competition  at  THE  BIG 
BOONVILl'  FAIR. 


i 
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FARM   PRODUCE 
—Wanted  ! — 


WHEAT,  CORN, 

OATS,  HAY, 

HIDES,  PELTS, 

CLOVERSEED, 

HOGS,  CATTLE, 

EGGS,  POULTRY, 

LEAF  TOBACCO. 


WE  HAVE  FOR  SALE 


SALT,  CEMENT,  LIME, 

SHINGLES,  LATHS, 

SAND,  CORN,         HAY,  STRAW. 

BSrWill  Deliver  Free  to  Fair  Grounds."©!!       - 

HUDSPETH.  GARWOOD  &  CO. 
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BY  1894,  things  were 
beginning  to  look  bad 
for  the  future  of  the 
Big  Boonville  Fair... 

Worried  directors  & 
stockholders  of  the 
Warrick  County 
Agricultural  Society 
met  at  Weyerbacher  Hall 
on  the  Boonville  Public 
Square  for  several  hours 
to  try  and  come  up  with 
a  solution  for  their 
dilemna . 

It  seems  that  three 
of  their  creditors: 
Aaron  Wilson,  Jackson 
Goad  &  The  Boonville 
National  Bank  were 
suing  them  for  unpaid 
debts . 

Aaron  Wilson,  who  was 
once  one  of  the  county 
fair's  strongest 
supporters,  surprised 
many  by  his  actions. 


17. 


At  the  close  of 
this  meeting,  no 
easy  way  had  been 
found  to  take  care 
of  the  matter  and 
the  consensus  was 
that  the  grounds 
would  be  sold  at 
a  sheriff's  sale. 

As  a  result,  there 
was  no  county  fair 
in  Boonville  for 
a  time. 


Aaron  Wilson  started  out 
as  a  supporter  of  the 
Warrick  County  Agricultural 
Society  &  ended  up  suing 
them  . 
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THE  LAND  WAS 
FINALLY  SOLD  IN  1896 
at  a  sheriff's  sale 
to  satisfy  back  taxes 
&  to  pay  off  creditors. 

After  some  40  men  were 
able  to  raise  enough 
money  in  one  cold  winter 
afternoon  to  ensure 
that  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair  would  prevail, 
the   land  was  then 
bought  by  the  newly- 
formed  Boonville  Fair 
Association  for  $4,000. 

Because  of  the  hard 

work  &  dedication  of  these 

40  men,  the  annual 

county  fair  was  saved  during 

its  most  critical  period. 

These  men,  some  of  whom 

are  pictured  on  these  pages, 

were  : 

S.W.  TAYLOR 
C.H.  TAYLOR 
CLAMOR  PELZER 
JASPER  THORNBURGH 
L.  ECKSTEIN 
C.A.  MEYER 
C.C.  FERGUSON 
J. P.  WEYERBACHER 
L.A.  BAKER 
JACOB  LUTZ 
JOSEPH  HUDSPETH 
W.C.  HUNTON 
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GEORGE  HOUGHLANE 


CHAS.  GORDNER 


J.  F.  KATTERJOHN. 


20. 
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SEPTEMBER  28  to  OCTOBER  3,    ' 
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The  proper  space  and 
appropriate  stalls  were 
provided  for  all  the  animals 
upon  early  application  and 
entry  —  depending  on  if 
the  $2.00  fee  was  paid.  Pens 
provided  for  the  hogs  and 
sheep  were  set  up  with  lots 
of  fresh  straw  and  water 
for  an  extra  504:. 


All  exhibits  were  given 
a  number  and  recorded  in  a 
designated  book,  with  matching 
tags  issued  to  the  exhibitor. 
After  that,  all  of  the  exhibits 
were  under  the  charge  of  the 
Exhibit  Superintendent  and 
could  not  be  removed  under  any 
circumstance  before  the  close 
of  the  BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR. 

A  diligent  police  force 
was  kept  on  the  grounds  both 
day  and  night  for  the  security 
of  the  exhibits  and  those  in 
attendance . 


Grounds  Policed  by    * 
PINKERTON  DETECTIVE  AGENCY 
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The  only  persons 
who  were  allowed  to 
touch  any  of  the 
exhibits  except  for 
the  judges  were 
the  homemakers  who 
raised  beautiful 
flowers  in  their 
gardens  at  home  & 
were  allowed  to 
replace  wilted 
arrangements  and/or 
see  to  it  that 
they  had  adequate 
water  to  sustain  their 
beauty  throughout  the 
week  of  the  fair. 


At  that  time, 
Larkspur  was 
a  popular 
garden  flower, 
as  were  Lilies- 
of-the-Valley, 
Roses  &  African 
Violet  plants. 

Women  competed 
against  one 
another  fiercely 
&  dreamed  of 
taking  home  a 
winning  ribbon. 
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SPECIAL  PREMIUMS 

Many  of  the  local 
merchants  around  the 
Boonville  Public  Square 
&  several  from  Vanderburgh 
County  donated  quality 
items  known  as  "Special 
Premiums"  to  be  given  to 
the  winners  of  outstanding 
exhibits  at  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair. 

These  premiums  were  given 
in  addition  to  the  red, 
blue,  white  &  purple  ribbons. 
For  example,  there  were: 

Fine  pocket  watches,  perfume, 
china  dishes,  parasols, 
silk  neck  ties,  riding  bridles, 
saddles,  bath  powders  &  more. 


25. 


The  judges  who 
were  chosen  to  look  over 
the  exhibits  at  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  and  award 
the  ribbons  &  special 
premiums  were  all  picked 
for  their  expertise  in 
a  particular  field. 

For  example,  Jasper  H. 
Thornburgh  was  chosen 
because  he  owned  &  operated 
his  own  store  in  the  public 
square  where  he  sold  the 
finest  in  men's  riding . saddles , 
bridles  and  beenly-buggies , 
etc. 


All  of  the  judges  used 
the  American  Standard  of 
Excellance  Program  as 
their  guide  and  their 
decisions'  were  final. 


THORNS  URGJ. 
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Some  local  merchants 
&  organizations  offered 
cash  as  special  premiums 
during  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair  in  1896.  Shown  is 
an  advertisement  for 
the  women's  department 
exhibit : 


CROCHET  WORK 

222  Baby's  Boots 

223  Child's  Hood  

224  Edgings,  collections 

225  Lady's  Hood.. 

226  Lady's  Skirt 

227  Infant's  Skirt.. 

228  Shawl 

229  Tidy,  cotton 

230  Tidy,  worsted 

231  Pillow  Shams  or  Cased  Crochet 

233  Bed  Spread,  Crocked 


1st  Prem.        2d   Prein, 


50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

LACE  WORK. 

333  Collar  

234  Point  Lace W! 

335  Mat _ 

236  Tie 

237  Tidy 

238  Handkerchief 

239  Feather   Edge 

240  Hem  Stitching 


1st  Prem. 

2d  Prem. 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 

50 

25 
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66  PREMIUM  LIST  BOONVILLE  FAIR. 

HOME  PLATE  SALOON.—- 


HEADQUARTERS  FOR 

Fine  Wines,  Liquors, 
Cigars  and  Tobaccos. 


CALL  AND  SEE  US. 

COME  IN  AFTER  THE  FAIR. 

GUS  GARDNER,  Proprietor. 

NORTH    SIDE    PUBLIC   SQUARE. 


SZ5 


bJ 

cop 

^^ 

&^  H 

OO  < 


1^^  Remember 

WILLIAM  WHITE, 
THE  POPULAR   LIVERYMAN, 

Of  Boonville,  will  attend  to  your 
Wants  in  his  line. 


SECOND    STRKBT, 

North  of  Public  Square. 


2.8 


Two  young  girls  on  the 
way  to  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair  on  a  Saturday  afternoon 
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OFFICERS.       .    !'/ 


CLAMOR   PELZER President 

HENRY   C.    MEYERS .First  Vice  President 

C.    H.    TAYLOR Second  Vice  President 

A.  L.   BEELER • Treasurer 

T.  D.  SCALES General  Superintendent 

S.  W.  TAYLOR Secretary 


DIRECTORS. 


GEORGE  ROTH,  '         P.  N.  HOOVER, 
J.  H.  THORNBURGH,  J.  M.  HUDSPETH, 

T.  R.  LATSHAW,  JOHN   WILSON, 

C.  C.  FERGUSON,  -     '^J.  H.  McCULLA, 
HENRY  LIPKNIGHT,  WILL  WHITE. 
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since  there  was  only  one 
road  from  Boonville  to  the 
fairgrounds,  it  was  often 
congested  during  Fair  Week. 
There  were  two  or  three 
ways  to  travel  to  the  fair, 
by  wagon,  by  horse  &  buggy 
&  by  the  train. 

Even  though  most  people 
didn't  mind  paying  the 
train  toll,  there  were 
those  who  would  liked  to  have 
have  attended  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  and  who 
couldn't  afford  to  pay  to 
ride  the  train. 

The  old  dirt  road  was 
difficult  to  travel  on  and 
was  especially  muddy  after 
a  hard  rain.  To  prevent  so 
many  wagons  from  getting 
stuck  in  the  mud,  large 
stones  were  hauled  from  the 
county  courthouse  and  laid 
in  the  road. 

The  dense  trees  along  the 
side  of  the  dirt  road  gave 
thieves  and  robbers  an 
opportunity  to  attack  people 
who  were  traveling  to  and 
from  the  county  fair.  In 
time,  the  trees  were  cut 
down  by  county  workers. 
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TRADITIONALLY, 
THURSDAY  AFTERNOON  WAS 
the  Big  One  at  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair. 

Reportedly,  it  was  on 
that  night  that  there 
was  more  food  prepared 
in  the  booths,  more 
i^ide  tickets  sold  and 
more  passes  bought  at 
the  front  gate. 

Several  of  the  local 
stores  around  the 
Boonville  Public 
Square  closed  on 
Thursdays  at  noon 
during  fair  week, 
and  placed  a  sign  in 
their  front  windows 
that  read:  "GONE  TO 
THE  FAIR." 

From  noon  to  11  p.m. 
on  Thursdays  the  Midway 
was  so  crowded  it  was 
nearly  impossible  to 
walk  through  . 


33. 


34. 


"SNEAKIN'  INTO  THE  FAIR" 


MANY  A  YOUNG  BOY  longed 
to  attend  the  BIG  BOONVILLE 
FAIR,  yet  had  no  money  to 
pay  at  the  front  gate.  Thus, 
began  the  practice  of 
"sneakin*  into  the  Fair" 
early-on. 

It  has  been  said  often 
that  there  were  "several 
loose  boards"  in  the  fence 
at  the  rear  of  the  Old 
Fairgrounds  where  one  could 
easily  crawl  through. 

However,  it  was  necessary 
to  "run  like  the  wind"  once 
through  before  one  of  the 
security  guards  caught  you. 

In  1895,  local  newspapers 
began  publishing  the  names 
of  all  those  persons  caught 
in  the  act  of  "sneakin* 
into  the  Fair"  and  they 
also  fined  them  $5.00   & 
costs. 

The  practice  continued,  however. 
My  father  used  to  tell  me  how 
he  and  a  good  friend.  Earl  Helms 
"sneaked  into  the  FAIR"  during 
the  1930's. 


35. 


CASEY  BARTH,  former 
Boonville  resident,  once 
told  me  that  he  had  a 
"Spring  &  Fall"  ticket 
to  get  into  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  when  he 
was  a  kid. 

He  said,  "I  would  Spring 
over  the  back  fence  and 
Fall  to  the  ground." 


36. 


37. 


Very  soon,  the  members 
of  "THE  WARRICK  COUNTY 
AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY"  were 
discussing  matters  of  great 
importance  such  as  "what 
type  of  fence  posts  to  use 
to  mark  the  boundaries  of 
the  fairgrounds"  and  "how 
far  apart  to  place  the 
fence  posts." 


Others  became  involved  in 
the  formative  stage.  Those 
included : 

A.G.  MILLER 
HUBBARD  TAYLOR 
WILLIAM  W.  TAYLOR 
S.P.  LAW 
JOHN  WEBB 
WILLIAM  DORSEY 
R.S.  DEFOREST 
P.S.  ADAMS 
ROBERT  TAYLOR 
SALVIN  BATES 
J.B.  GRIFFIN 
W.L.  SUMMERS 
SAM  WAKELAND 
MAHLON  FAY 
WILLIAM  J.  BARKER 
ELIJAH  STEPHENS 
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EPHRIAM  FOLSOM 
CHARLES  E.  CLARKE 
JOSEPH  MASTERS 
ROBERT  PERIGO 
E.J.  BAKER 
JONATHAN  TAYLOR 
JACOB  RICKRICH 
WILLIAM  S.  HARPOLE 
JOHN  L.  BONER 
J.D.  BONER 
BENTON  LEWIS 
WILLIAM  HORTON 
U.S.  GARWOOD 
I.G.  PURDUE 
H.B.  HARPOLE 
BEN  MCCORD 
JOHN  VINCENT 
&<  ALBERT  W.  PICKER 


Each  of  the  men  listed  above 
paid  the  sum  of  $2.00  to 
establish  a  fund  from  which 
to  work  in  order  to  make 
plans  for  the  fair  the 
following  August. 


JAOOB  RICKRICH. 
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WILLIAM    W.    TAYLOR  CHARLES  E.  CLARKE 


ALBERT   W.    PICKER 


EPHRIAM    FOLSOM 
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It  would  be  safe 
to  say  that  the  men 
who  rescued  the 
Big  Boonville  Fair 
in  1896  were  the 
"movers  &  shakers" 
of  Boonville. 

Each  of  them  was 
most  successful, 
either  in  business 
or  politics. 

Jasper  Thornburgh 
■served  as  Mayor 
of  Boonville,  as 
did  Br.  Travis  D. 
Scales.   Senator 
James  A.  Hemenway 
represented  the 
state  of  Indiana 
in  the  Senate  for 
many  years. 


The  others  were 
either  lawyers, 
philantropists  or 
successful  merchants 
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OTHERS  WHO  BECAME 
ACTIVELY  INVOLVED 
WERE: 

C.W.  Armstrong 
Charles  F.  Picker 
CM.  Hammond 
J.H.  McCulla 
Wilson  'Brothers 
Julius  Bohrer 
J.F.  Katterjohn 
Thomas  Latshaw 
Frederick  Pelzer 
L.J.  Miller 
Gus  Gordner 
George  J.  Roth 
William  Becker 
C.C.  Matthewson 
C.P.  White 
J.F.  Richardson 
Louis  L.  Kindermann 
Shafer  Brothers 


SENATOR  JAMES  A.  HEME^T'L^^Y 
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County  Fairs 
are  believed  to  have 
been  discontinued  for 
a  time  in  1862  because 
of  the  Civil  War 
conflict . 


In  1868,  a  lease 
was  made  to  William 
S.  Harpole  for  10 
acres  of  land  to  be 
used  as  a  fairgrounds. 
And  a  second  lease 
for  an  additional  20 
acres  to  the  same  man 
was  made  shortly 
thereafter . 
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In  1885,  the 
county  fair  in  our 
midst  was  moved  into 
Boonville  city  limits 
on  North  First  Street. 


There  was  much  social 
&  economic  expansion 
taking  place  in  the 
community,  with  farm 
land  being  cleared 
&  cultivated/  new  homes 
being  built  &  Warrick 
County  leading  the  state 
in  tobacco  &  coal 
production . 

A  railroad  crossed  the 
Northwest  corner  of 
Warrick  County  and  was 
known  as  "the  straight 
line."   The  Era  of  the 
"Iron  Horse"  introduced 
the  age  of  mechanization 
to  our  midst. 
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According  to  the 
"Godspeed  History  of  Warrick 
&  Spencer  Counties",  which 
was  written  in  1885,  the 
county  fair  that  was  held 
in  1856  far  exceeded  all 
expectations . 

The  total  expenditures, 
according  to  the  treasurer's 
report,  were  $1,576.80  & 
the  total  receipts  were 
$1,740.75.   A  little  over 
$500  was  spent  in  repairing 
&  improving  the  grounds 
following  the  fair. 

Furthermore,  a  most 
successful  county  fair 
was  held  in  October  of  1859. 
Reportedly,  the  attendance 
on  Thursday  and  Friday  was 
estimated  to  have  been  from 
7,000  to  8,000  a  day. 

Logically,  this  county  fair 
had  something  for  everyone: 
for  the  farmers,  there  were 
the  livestock  shows  &  the 
displays  of  plows,  reapers 
&  other  farming  equipment. 
For  the  women,  there  were 
the  beautiful  displays  of 
fresh  bouquets,  fancy 
needlework  &  works  of  art. 
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As  for  the  children; 
there  were  the  silly 
chimpanzees  jumping  up 
&  down  to  watch/  and 
the  bright  lights  of 
the  ferris  wheel  to 
lure  them  in. 


It  has  been  said  that 
this  county  fair  which 
was  held  in  1859  did  more 
to  establish  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  in  the 
Tri-State  more  than  any 
other  one  held  prior 
to  that  time. 
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MUD  SHOWS 

The  early  circuses  were 
often  called  "Mud  Shows" 
because  the  roads  were  so 
narrow,  winding,  deeply- 
rutted  and  most  often  - 
muddy. 

Horses  strained  against 
their  harneses  to  pull 
the  loaded  circus  wagons 
through  hip-deep  mud  & 
strong  men  stumbled  and 
fell  in  the  oozy  slime, 
making  it  a  terrible 
journey  for  everyone. 

In  addition,  the 
rickety  bridges  back  then 
were  a  great  danger. 
Sometimes  they  were 
weakened  by  flood  waters 
after  a  heavy  rain  and, 
other  times,  they  simply 
collapsed  under  the 
weight  of  all  the  heavy 
circus  wagons. 
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A  MOST  UNFORGETTABLE  DAY 


Back  during  the  hey-day 
of  the  traveling  circuses, 
one  rural  Boonville  woman 
had  a  most  unique  experience 
and  one  that  she  would  talk 
about  for  the  rest  of  her 
life. 

Mrs.  Ella  Siegel,  who 

lived  with  her  family  on 

a  farm  along  the  Old 

Bullocktown  Road,  found 

out  first-hand  just  how  an 

ordinary  morning  could 

turn  into  a  most  unforgettable 

day. 


/,• 
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As  she  glanced 
out  of  the  long  front 
windows  of  the  farmhouse, 
she  saw  that  one  of  her 
rosebushes  was  in  bloom. 
Putting  the  finishing 
touches  to  her  husband's 
shirt,  she  made  a  mental 
note  to  go  outside  to 
get  a  closer  look  at 
the  rose  when,  Suddenly  -- 
she  saw  an  elephant 
walk  by ! ! 

This  elephant  was  closely 
followed  by  another 
elephant.  And  another  one. 
And  another  one. 

Placing  the  iron  in  its 
holder,  she  ran  out  onto 
the  front  porch  for  a 
closer  look.  The  line 
of  marching  elephants, 
she  found,  was  followed 
by  brightly-colored 
circus  wagons  and  other 
animals  of  all  shapes 
and  sizes  and  people. 
Some  walking,  some 
riding,  and  some  waving 
at  her.  All  of  them 
making  their  way  single- 
file  along  the  otherwise 
deserted  country  road 
that  would  eventually  lead 
them  into  Boonville  and 
the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds . 
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The  Siegel  family,  (from  left),  William, 
Margaret  and  Ella  Siegel.  (Photo  courtesy  of 
Margaret  Kinderman.) 
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The  nearest  anyone 
could  ever  figure  out 
was  that  this  was  part 
of  a  traveling  circus 
that  had  performed 
at  the  Rockport  Fair 
the  night  before  and 
had  been  unable  to 
travel  in  their  usual 
manner  because  a 
bridge  had  been  washed 
out . 
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THE  TRAVELING  CIRCUSES 


THE  MANY  COLORFUL 
POSTERS  THAT  GREETED  US 
from  old  barns,  wooden 
fences,  empty  storage 
bins  &  highway  billboards 
left  an  impression  of 
impending  excitement  just 
before  the  BIG  BOONVILLE 
FAIR. 

For  it  was  the  Era  of 
the  big  traveling  circuses, 
with  all  those  daring 
trapeze  artists,  fearless 
lion  tamers,  fire-eaters, 
trumpeting  elephants, 
clowns,  and  young  ladies 
being  shot  out  of  a  cannon. 

The  Barnes  &  Carruthers 
Circus,  The  Great  Oluympia 
Circus,  the  George  Wallace 
Circus  Shows,  the  Reynolds 
World  United  Circus  Shows 
&  Rodeo  and  the  Barker 
Brother-s  Circus  Shows  all 
appeared  at  one  time  or 
another  in  Boonville. 
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THE  STREET  PARADE 


Trumpets  blared  in  the 
distance.  Then  came  the 
clash  of  cymbals,  the  sound 
of  drums  and  the  musical 
strains  of  the  caliope. 

"Here  it  comes!",  someone 
shouted,  "Here  comes  the 
street  parade ! " 


A  tingle  of  excitment  & 
thrills  ran  through  the 
crowds  lining  both  sides 
of  the  streets  up  on  the 
Boonville  Public  Square. 
Children  and  adults  alike 
stretched  their  necks  & 
stood  on  tip-toe  to  see. 
But  it  was  the  little 
boy  or  girl  sitting  on 
their  father's  shoulders 
who  had  the  best  view 
of  all. 

Zebras  and  elephants 
walked  past  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  their 
trainers  as  zany  clowns 
zipped  in  &  out  on  funny 
bicycles  and  in  baby 
buggies . 
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"HOISTING  THE  TENTS" 

Long  before  the  Big 
Eoonville  Fair  could  open 
its  gates  for  business, 
"set-up-crews"  arrived  in 
town  to  begin  the  awesome 
task  of  "hoisting  the  tents 

The  majority  of  time, 
especially  when  one  of  the 
big  traveling  circuses  had 
been  booked,  the  animals  & 
other  necessary  equipment 
were  brought  in  on  train 
cars  . 

A  waiting  team  of  horses 
was  put  to  work,  pulling 
the  heavy  wagons  and,  soon, 
the  procession  was  on  its 
way  to  the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds . 

The  biggest  elephants  were 
always  unloaded  first  so 
they  could  help  do  the  work 
In  the  early  days,  these 
elephants  were  used  to 
pull  &  tug  at  ropes  that 
lifted  the  big  canvas  tents 
&  tent  poles  into  place. 
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LOCAL  TOWNSPEOPLE 
FLOCKED  BY  THE  DROVES  TO 
THE  OLD  BOONVILLE  FAIRGROUNDS 
to  watch  "the  hoisting  of 
the  tents".  One  reason  it 
was  so  fascinating  was  that, 
these  migrant  workers, 
who  traveled  from  town  to 
town  to  put  up  tents,  had 
a  "lingo"  and  a  "rythmn" 
all  their  own. 

As  they  worked,  they  swayed, 
and,  as  they  swayed,  they 
chanted.   Little  "ditties" 
they  made  up  or  heard  long 
ago  were  repeated  in  unison: 

"Heave  it,  weave  it. 
Shake  it,  break  it. 
Take  it,  make  it, 
Slow  it ,  know  i t " , 
and  so  on. 

And ,  even  though  many  of 
the  bystanders  thought  this 
to  be  purely  theatrical, 
the  circus  people  and  the 
"roustabouts"  as  the  people 
who  hoisted  the  tents  were 
called,  believed  this  method 
helped  them  to  work  better. 

At  any  rate,  before  you 
knew  it,  all  the  tents  were 
in  place,  looking  as  if 
they  had  been  there  forever. 
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It  was  an  old 
custom  to  walk  the 
biggest  elephants 
after  a  hard  day's 
work  to  the  Boonville 
City  Lake  for  a  bath 
and  all  the  cool 
water  they  could  drink. 

It  waa  also  a  custom 
to  have  local  boys 
work  one  day  to  provide 
fresh  hay  &  buckets 
of  cool  water  to  the 
elephants  in  exchange 
for  a  free  pass  to 
the  circus  the  next 
day.   There  were 
alv/ays  plenty  of 
"takers" . 


i^X^'^fc-^^  'J^T"  r; 
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Cages  of  brightly-plumed 
birds  were  carried  past, 
and  there  were  camels 
with  their  necks  arched 
high.  And  dozens  of 
beautiful  girls  in 
sequined  costumes  and 
high-stepping  horses  in 
full  regalia. 

There  were  little  dogs 
on  leashes  with  funny 
hats  and  ruffled  collars 
and  monkeys  swinging  from 
one  shoulder  of  their 
trainer  to  the  other. 

And  the  musical 
bandwagon  was  all  aglow 
in  lights,  with  men  in 
gold-braided  uniforms, 
sitting  high  on  top,  above 
the  crowd. 

It  was  a  scene  of  laughter, 
of  color,  noise  and  motion 
and  excitement.  A  fantastic 
free  show  that  was  worth 
waiting  all  year  for! 
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WAIT  AND  WATCH  FOR  THE  DATE! 
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WORLD  UNITED  SHOWS 

Positively  the  Largest  and  Best  Show  thai 
Has  Visited  Bdonville  in  Marly  Vears. 
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Just  as  the  circus 
performers  to  come,  these 
"roustabouts",  "sledge 
gangs"  and  their  bosses 
had  an  audience  of  their 
own . 

Every  year,  curious  children 
and  grown-ups  alike  always 
gathered  at  the  Old  Fairgrounds 
to  watch  the  tents  go  up. 

Circus  people  had  a 
nickname  for  townspeople 
who  gathered  to  watch  them 
work.   It  was  "lot  lice." 


Occasionally,  an  over-zealous 
grown-up  got  in  the  way  of 
progress  and  was  asked  to  leave 
The  youngsters,  for  the  most 
part,  were  better  behaved  and 
many  of  them  earned  free 
passes  to  the  afternoon  show 
by  carrying  buckets  of  water 
to  the  thirsty  elephants. 
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After  the  number  one  center 
pole  had  been  raised  and 
yards  and  yards  of  canvas 
material  had  been  spread 
out  on  the  ground,   a 
group  of  workers  called 
"a  sledge  gang"  drove 
thick/  heavy  stakes  into 
the  ground. 


Later,  several  other 
strong  men  called 
"roustabouts"  gave  the 
ropes  one  last  tug  and 
tied  them  securely  to 
the  stakes  at  all  corners 
of  the  tent.   These  ropes 
kept  the  canvas  tents  taut 
and  held  them  down  during 
strong  winds  . 


*** 
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The  second  largest 
tent  that  was  set  up  on 
the  Old  Fairgrounds  was 
always  the  "cookhouse 
tent. " 

This  was  erected  directly 
behind  the  part  of  the  Big 
Eoonville  Fair  that  the 
public  saw.  And  it  was 
where  the  circus  people 
ate  their  meals,  played 
cards,  chatted,  mended 
their  costumes,  played 
with  their  children  and  even 
rehearsed  small  acts  there. 

"Advance  men"  traveling 
with  the  circuses  bought  up 
as  many  groceries  in  the 
area  as  possible,  parti  cuarly 
fresh  produce 

During  the  1940 's  some  of  the 
leading  area  farmers  such  as 
Pauth  Brothers  and  Schnur 
Brothers  reguarly  sold  the 
circus  cooks  corn-on-the-cob, 
fresh  tomatoes,  green  onions, 
rhubarb  and  green  beans  by  the 
bushels . 
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Long  wooden  tables  were 
set  up  inside  the  big 
"cookhouse  tent"  with 
red  checkered  oil  cloths 
and  the  outside  of  the 
tent  was  distinguished 
from  all  others  with  an 
American  flag  displayed 
out  in  front. 
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Thousands  of  pounds  of 
food  were  prepared  there 
every  day  by  the  cooks 
and  nobody  ever  went 
away  hungry! 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  HOOSIER  FAIRS 


When  it  came  to  the  annual 
county  fair,  there  was  always 
a  keen  rivalry  between  the  small 
towns  in  Southern  Indiana. 

Boonville,  Rockport ,  Huntingburg, 
Mt .  Vernon,  New  Harmony  & 
Princeton,  in  particular,  battled 
fiercely  to  bring  in  the  best 
acts,  the  best  rides  on  the  Midway 
and  the  best  fireworks  in  order 
to  draw  the  biggest  crowds. 

Unfortunately,  often  times, 
these  fairs  were  scheduled 
for  the  same  week.  This 
unfortunate  circumstance 
eventually  "burned  out"  a  good 
number  of  small  county  fairs  in 
our  midst  even  before  the  Depression 
arrived . 

The  Big  Boonville  Fair,  however, 
was  one  of  the  last  to  go. 
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Get  Ready  For  The  F«iir 

PERMANENTS  $2  UP 

8€ta  3SC 

Shampoo  and  Sets  SOc 

MJEmlctire  35c 

*  Facial  7$c. 

Edith's'  Beauty  Shop 


411  East  Locuit 
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"SPARKIE"    THE    MONKEY    IN    1941 
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NOT  TO  BE  OUTDONE, 
the  men  dressed  in  three- 
pieced  suits,  white  shirts, 
bow  ties  and  suspenders  & 
sported  straw  or  felt 
boater  hats. 

It  was  the  "heyday"  of 
the  "big  spender."   Horse 
racing  was  a  sport  that 
provided  the  opportunity 
to  socialize  and  to  wager 
a  bet  on  the  chances  of 
winning  some  money. 

The  men  were  known 
to  smoke  fine  cigars  or 
pipes  and  to  take  a  "nip" 
occasionally  from  a  flask 
hidden  unobtrusibly  in 
their  suit  pocket. 

For  most  Americans, 
life  was  quite  mellow  and 
economically  secure.  All 
they  had  to  do  was  to  go 
out  and  live  it! 
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THE  RACING  PROGRAM 

FROM  THE  BEGINNING,  A  MAJOR 
ATTRACTION  OF  THE  BIG  BOONVILLE 
FAIR  WAS  ITS  SPECTACULAR  RACING 
PROGRAM. 

During  the  late  1800 's,  mule 
races  were  added  to  the 
Wednesday  afternoon  program 
of  entertainment.  Men  of  all 
ages  and,  from  all  walks  of 
life,  lined  the  fence  alongside 
the  k   mile  race  track  just 
West  of  Boonville. 

By  the  time  the  early  1900 's 
had  arrived,  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair  had  moved  inside  the  city 
limits  and  there  was  a  mile 
race  track  in  use. 


Women  now  stood  alongside  the 
men,  cheering  their  favorite 
"nags"  on  and  dressed  in  their 
finest:  long  white  cotton  & 
gauze  dresses,  with  tafternoon 
hats,  white  gloves  and  dainty 
white  parasols  to  keep  the 
sun  off. 
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By  the  1940 's  and  the 
1950's,  there  were  five 
hours  of  continuous  afternoon 
harness  and  racing  matches 
at  the  Big  Boonville  Fair. 
The  center  of  the  racetrack, 
known  as  "The  Green  Ring", 
consisted  of  a  half-mile- 
long  oval  of  grass  and 
shade  trees  and  was  most 
popular  for  picnics. 

The  style  of  dress  at  the 
races  was  more  casual  and 
comfortable  at  this  time, 
but  the  public's  enthusiasm 
and  excitement  over  the 
sport  never  changed . 

Under  the  able  direction  of 
such  men  as  Charles  Gordner , 
Clamor  Pelzer  and  Albert  C. 
Derr,  the  racing  program 
offered  at  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair  became  the  finest  in 
Southern  Indiana. 
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SEVERAL  WELL-TO-DO  LOCAL 
CITIZENS  INVESTED  IN  HORSES 
DURING  THE  HEIGHT  OF  THE  RACING 
PROGRAM. 

IN  1942,  there  were  23  "head  of 
horses"  kept  quartered  and 
"winter  stabled"   at  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds  stables. 

These  saddle  horses  and  harness 
and  running  horses  were  owned 
by  Judge  J.  Harold  Hendrickson 
and  coal  mining  executives, 
Sam  Kennedy  and  Eugene  Tucker. 
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The  success  of 
a  long-standing  racing 
program  at  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  can  be 
attributed  to  several 
things . 

One  distinct  advantage 
was  the  location.  There 
was  easy  access  for 
loading  &  unloading  both 
the  horses  &  the  necessary- 
supplies. 

There  were  fine  barns  & 
stalls,  plenty  of  fresh 
air  &  sunshine  and  there 
was  excellent  security 
around  the  area  and  there 
was  always  good  will  with 
the  neighbors. 

The  trainers  &  groomers 

who  worked  with  the  horses 

&  who  gave  their  time  & 

skills  willingly  were 

perhaps  the  biggest  asset 

to  the  program.  Men  like 

Lempha  C.  Harry,  Lempha 

Folsom,  Dr.  T.D.  Scales, 

Ralph  Hargrave,  Bill  Bryant, 

&  James  M.  Snyder,  along 

with  others  made  the  difference 
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BILL  BRYANT,  who 
owned  &  operated  "Bryant's 
Stables"  in  Boonville  on 
the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds,  concentrated 
on  racehorses,  while  his 
son-in-law,  James  M.  Snyder, 
worked  with  "trotters"  & 
"pacers .  " 

Both  men  literally  "lived" 
on  the  racetrack  from  1926 
to  1946. 


"CHARLICE  LEE  ABBEY"  &  MARGERITA  BRYANT  TAKEN 
AT  THE  BRYANT  STABLES  IN  BOONVILLE  ON  THE  OLD 
FAIRGROUNDS. 
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IN  AUGUST  OF  1949, 
purses  totalling  $3120 
were  paid  to  winners 
during  the  three-day 
racing  program  at  the 
Big  Boonville  Fair. 

This  program  opened  on 
a  Wednesday  afternoon 
with  a  26-trot,  sponsored 
by  Paul  Stone  Insurance 
Company,  followed  by  a 
26-pace,  sponsored  by 
Ray  Wilson  Oil  Company. 
A  4^  furlong-run  was 
sponsored  by  Joe  &  Jane ' s 
Steak  House. 

There  was  also  a  Shetland 
Pony  Race  that  featured 
the  day ' s  program  for 
children.  Not  only  did 
all  children  under  the 
age  of  12  get  into  the 
fair  free  that  day, 
they  also  got  special 
rates  on  all  the  rides 
on  the  Midway. 


IN  1951,  something  called 
"The  New  Look  Barrier"  was  used 
to  start  the  races  at  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair. 

The  official  "starter"  was 
a  man  named  N.F.  O'Hair,  from 
Paris/  Illinois.   Speed 
Superintendent  was  local  car 
dealer,  Gilbert  Higgins,  and 
Presiding  Judge  over  the  races 
was  Aaron  Fischer. 

The  official  "timer"  was 
O.P.  Dedman  and  Racing  Clerk 
was  Miss  Mary  Jane  Derr. 
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Look  Your  Best  | 

■^    \yhen  you,  go  to  the  | 

Big  Boonville  Fair  | 

-  July  Sl-Aiigusl  5       | 

Have  your  clothes  cleaned  at    I 


DeLuxe  Cleaners      | 

1st  Street  between  Main  and  Locust  | 

PHONE  434  ONE  DAY  SERVICE  | 

We  Give  Treasure  Chest  CoupoDS  I 

Lynnvjlle  Bakery  Agent  for  Lynnville  I 
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IN  1955,  THE  . 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
OF  THE  BIG  BOONVILLE 
FAIR  MADE  A  VERY 
UNPOPULAR  DECISION. 

THIS  WAS  WHEN  THEY 
VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY 
TO  DISCONTINUE  THE 
RACING  PROGRAM  FOR 
GOOD. 

THEIR  REASONING  WAS 
THAT,  OVER  THE  PAST 
FEW  YEARS,  THE  RACES 
HAD  BECOME  LESS  & 
LESS  OF  A  "DRAWING 
CARD"  AND  THAT  THE 
COSTS  OF  OFFERING 
RACING  "PURSES"  EACH 
DAY  WAS  FAR  EXCEEDING 
THE  AMOUNT  OF  MONEY 
COLLECTED  AT  THE 
7R0NT  GATE  FROr^   THE 
FAIRGOERS. 
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Many  trained 
animals  appeared 
at  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair,  some  of  them 
exceptionally  talented 
&  very  entertaining. 

There  were  dancing  dogs, 
monkey  aerialists, 
singing  ostriches  and 
gorillas  that  took 
photos  of  the  people 
in  the  Old  Grandstand. 
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"KING  OF  THE  FAIRS" 


Boonville  businessman, 
ALBERT  C.  DERR  was  called 
"KING  OF  THE  FAIRS".  And, 
rightfully  so. 

His  40  years  of  experience 
in  handling  arrangements  and 
booking  new  acts  for  the 
BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR  were 
most  invaluable. 

Derr  had  expertise  in 
dealing  with  all  kinds  of 
people  and  he  also  had 
connections  with  big-name 
stars  in  show  business. 

They  say  that  D**rr's  desk 
was  covered  with  telegrams 
from  all  over  the  world  on 
any  given  week,  as  well  as 
handwritten  notes  to 
himself  and  photographs  of 
circus  and  vaudeville  acts 
from  which  to  choose.   An 
over-sized  calendar   on  the 
wall  above  his  head  was  the 
main  source  of  his  planning. 
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VETERAN  OF  Ml 
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Albert  C.  Derr,  Boonvillc  busi- 
ness mgn,  might  well  be  .called 
"King  o/  the  Fairs"  as  his  record 
of  40  y^rs  of  participation  in 
county  ^fairs  make  him  an  authori- 
ty on/  an  ''subjects  pertaining  to 
fairgrounds   and  show  business. 

Mr/  Dcrtr  h?came  interested  in 
fairs'40  years  ago  while  he  was  as- 
sistant secretary  to  L.  A.  Folsom, 
secretary  of  the  Boonville  Fair 
Board.  Mr.  Derr  scr>'ed  as  assis- 
tant to  Mr.  Folsom  for  five  years. 
At  Folsom's  death  he  became  sec- 
retary of  the  Boonville  Fair  Board 
which  position  he  has  held  sipce. 

He  is  now  secretary-treasurer,  of 
the  Southern  Indiana  and  Kentucky 
Fair  Circuit  and  is  also  assistant  di- 
rector of  amilf.?ments  at  the  State 
Fair  in  Indianapolis.  He  is  in  Coo> 
plete  charge,  of  providing  amuse- 
ments at  the  State  Fair. 

He  has  (met  ni any  interring  cel- 
ebrities through  the  fair  wbrX-*^<* 


•i^l 


has  .rhtejiaincd  many  of-  them  at 
his  htnne] 

His ;  dajLighter,  Mrs.  Hattic  Mae 
Huth^teiiifr,  is  serving  as  assistant 
sc^retary^  for  the  Boonville  Fair 
Asfeodatii^n. 

VAp"  as  he  is  called  by  friends, 
came' tQ, boonville  from  Tell  City, 
Inaiapa  |t  an  .°arly  age.  He  wa^ 
asso<|iated  with  his  father,  John 
DerrjSr.<]Jn  the  manufacture  of  pop 
ynjil]  ithe'.'death  of-  his^  father.  ^  at 
whicp  lilt?*  ^^r.  Derr  and  brother, 
FrjanK  D<(rt",  became  owners  and 
opck-aiorsi  of  Derr  Brothers  Bottling 
WbrHs,.:^  ■     • 

yDuoringjIiFair  week  at  the  Big 
Booi1Vill4  f  air.  Mr.  Derr  can  be 
foiindj  at|lhe  secretary's  office  on 
the  grounds  directing  carnival  traf- 
fic >nd.  imparting  information  to 
ground  i^jprkers  with  a  minimum  of 
ef^arjtf  \i 

MvM  with  hisi  family- at  703 
h  Street  in  Boonville. 
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Derr  also  ran  a  very 
successful  family  business 
initially  called  "BOONVILLE 
BOTTLING  WORKS" . 

There,  soft  drinks  in  every 
taste  and  color  combination, 
were  manufactured  from  old 
secret  family  recipes. 

Fine  smoking  cigars  were  also 
manufactured  there,  as  well. 

The  Derr  family  was  a  most 
familiar  sight  at  The  Big 
Boonville  Fair  each  year, 
as  they  also  had  a  stand 
near  the  old  grandstand  where 
they  made  the  popular  "lemon- 
shakeups"  to  sell. 

Members  of  this  family  sat  in 
their  own  box  atop  the  stage 
beside  the  race  track  and 
they  not  only  served  as 
officers  during  the  popular 
racing  program,  they  were  all 
big  supporters  of  every 
aspect  of  the  Big  Boonville  Fair 


95. 


96. 


In  the  late  19th 
Century,  spirits  ran 
high,  opportunities 
were  endless  and  new 
inventions  such  as 
the  telephone,  elevators, 
electric  light  bulb  and 
the  bicycle  transformed 
our  lives. 

Folks  flocked  by  the 
thousands  to  the  trotting 
races,  baseball  games  & 
minstrel  shows  at  the 
Big  Boonville  Fair. 
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There  were  always 
those  little  inexpensive 
prizes  at  the  fishing  pond, 
the  duck  pond  &  other 
"games  of  chance"  along 
the  Midway. 

Trinkets  like  plastic 
whistles,  pocket  combs, 
fake  badges  &  those 
colorful  paper  leis  like 
the  hula  dancers  wore. 

And,  then  there  were 
the  balloons  in  every  size 
S.  shape,  some  with  animal 
ears  on  them.   These  were 
for  sale  near  the  front 
of  the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds.  I  always  had 
to  have  my  father  buy 
me  a  "kewpie  doll"  on  a 
wooden  cane  dressed  in 
ostrich  featers  &  jewelry 
as  a  souvenier  of  the 
fair. 

Just  gimmicks  &  giveaways, 
perhaps.   But  it  was  all 
part  of  the  fun. 
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It  is  a  well- 
documented  fact 
that  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds 
on  North  First  Street 
was  often  underwater 
because  of  spring  & 
summer  rains. 


Some  'say  the  problem 
was  caused  tiy   poor 
sewer  systems  in  the 
entire  neighborhood 
and  the  fact  that  the 
fairgrounds  was  all 
low-lying  land.  There 
fore,  severe  flooding 
was  a  big  issue. 
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The  late 
FRANK  FLOYD  once 
told  me  that  he 
&  several  other 
men  had  to  take 
people  out  of  the 
Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds  in 
wheelbarrows   during 
a  flood  in  the 
1940's!  ! 


Rain  Soaks 
IVIfeifty  TOi^ong 
At  the  Fair 

Estimated  Crowd  of  20,000 
I     at  Fair  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day   Despite    Heavy    Rain 
Making  Grounds  Muddy. 


FRANK    FLOYD 
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IT  WAS  A  TIME  WHEN 
PATRIOTISM  WAS  CLOSE  TO 
THE  SURFACE  IN  RURAL  AMERICA. 

The  flag  &  what  it  stood  for 
was  very  much  in  our  hearts 
&  on  our  minds  during  World 
War  II. 

During  those  years,  and 
others,  the  loudest,  most 
festive  celebration  of  all 
was  held  at  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair  on  the  4th  of  July. 

There  were  picnics  and  speakers, 
brass  bands  and  happy  faces. 
And,  as  we  watched  the  colorful 
fireworks  against  a  darkened 
sky  and  sang  along  as  a  brass 
band  played  "God  Bless  America", 
it  made  us  all  proud  to  be 
an  American. 
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FRIDAY,  JULY  30,  1937 


Auld  Lang  Syne 

Fair  Week!  Homecoming!  To  Boon- 
ville  and  Warrick  county  these  words  are 
synonymous. 

The  Boonville  Fair,  with  the  variety  of 
entertainment  offered,  has  developed  natur- 
ally into  a  place  where  new,  old  and  former 
residents  make  new  acquaintances  and  re- 
new old  bonds  of  friendship. 

The  Fair  this  year  marks  its  forty-third 
annual  showing  at  its  present  location.  The 
entertainment  to  be  offered  this  year  far 
exceeds  anything  previously  attempted  by 
the  local  Fair  association.  Because  of  this 
fine  entertainment,  all  attendance  records 
are  expected  to  be  broken. 

Boonville  is  indeed  fortunate  in  having 
a  group  of  men  of  high  calibre  in  the  Fair 
association.  During  the  depression  years, 
when  any  number  of  fairs  in  this  locality 
folded,  the  local  fair  board  armed  with  little 
more  than  sheer  grit  and  determination 
continued  giving  to  Boonville  and  the  tri- 
state  a  fair  that  truly  lived  up  to  its  slogan 
"Bigger  and  Better  than  Ever." 

Because  of  this  grit  and  determination, 
the  Boonville  Fair  has  developed  into  an 
event  of  importance  to  the  Tri-state.  This 
IS  clearly  shown  since  the  Fair  board  an- 
nounced that  special  buses  will  be  run  from 
Boonville  to  Evansville  each  night  at  eleven 
o'clock  to  accommodate  those  from  Evans- 
ville and  vicinity  who  wish  to  stay  at  the 
fair  as  long  as  possible. 

It  is  with  great  anticipation  that  wo 
look  forward  to  the  Big  Boonville  Fair  and 
we  know  others  are  sharing  this  feeling  with 
us. 

So,  using  an  expression  that  will  be 
heard  over  and  over  again  during  the  coming 
•week,  '/We'll  be  seein'  you  at  the  Fair." 
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THE  BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR 
took  on  the  appearance  of  a 
Western  Frontier  town,  with 
cowboys  and  cowgirls  in  their 
colorful  riding  costumes, 
flashy  spurs,  snakeskin  boots 
&  ten-gallon  hats. 

Native  Indians,  in  their 
full  regalia,  danced  to  the 
beat  of  familiar  drums,  adding 
to  the  suspense  and  excitement 
of  the  stirring  scenes.  The 
overall  effect  was  quite 
spectacular . 
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Since  the  beginning, 
the  BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR 
always  combined  business 
with  pleasure. 

Sprinkled  in  among  the 
tents  of  fortune-tellers. 
Bingo  games  and  the 
rides  on  the  Midway,  were 
industrial  and  agricultural 
exhibits  put  on  by  such 
local  businessmen  as  the 
Thornburgh  Brothers,  the 
Boonville  Implement 
Company  (the  Carters)  and 
H.F.  Metz  &  Company. 
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Visit  Our  Tent 
BOONVILLE  FAIR 

FREE  DAILY  PROGRAM  OF  MOVIES 

and  ENTERTAINMENT 

AT  2  P.  M.  and  7  P.  M. 

—  ICE    WATER  — 
BALLONS   FOR  THE   YOUNGSTERS 

PHONE   4^0 

WAfiRICK  COUNTY  CO-OP 

BOONVIUE  —  ELBERFELD  —  LYNNVILLE  —  STEVENSON 
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The  very  latest  in 
new  cars  and  trucks  were 
shown  each  year  at  the 
BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR  by 
local  dealers  such  as 
Roth  Motors,  Hendrickson • S/ 
Walter  Addington,  Elma  A. 
Leslie  and  others. 
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USED  AND  RE-CONDITIONED 

Washers 

At  Bargain  Prices 

$10  $15  $25 

For  Good  Ellectric 
Washers 

Rebuilt 
MAYTAGS 

At  One-Half  Price 

SEE     ^^OUR    TENT    AT    THE    FAIR!! 

WASSONJHOMEJEQUIPMENT  COMPANY 

Corner  Second  and  Main  Streets  Telephone  68-J 


108. 


109. 


Metz  Introduces  New  Models  To  BoonvilU 


CHARLES  H.  FLOYD,  (right 
nearest  the  truck  door) 
&  others  admiring  a  new 
model  at  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair. 
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Be  Sure  and  See   Our  ... 

D  I  S  PL  A  Y 

—  ol  — 

Cfolaen  c^nnliJerJar^ 

PACKARDS 

—  on  the  — 

Boonville  Fair  Grounds 

Register  for  GRAND  PRIZE  To  Be  Given 
Away  Friday,  August  5,  at  10:30  P.  M. 

Brown  Bros.  Sales  and  Service 

3  Miles  West  Hwy.  No.  62  PtiQne  18S-R-3 

Boonville,  Indiana 


BIG  BOONVILLE 
FAIR 


There's  a  big  treat  in *tore  fur  you  at  the  John  Deere  Exhibit,  '^'ou'll 
see  new,  modern  farhi  machinery — implements  that  will  lighten  your 
job,   save   many  hours  of  \^t)rk,   and    increase   your   farming   jirofits. 

From  one  end  of  the  exhil-iit  to  tlic  c:)ther,  implements  arc  dispi.'veJ 
for-)OU  to  inspect  leisure!)  ami  to  "lalk  o>er"  with  our  fair  represt  illa- 
tive. Plan  no\)  to  spend  a  le^\  hours  at  i>ur  c\h:hic.  You'll  enjoy  it 
^  ,  .  e\cr)  minute! 

The  New  John  Deere 

Model  R  Diesel 

Will  Be  on  Display 

Thursday,  August  4th 

at  Our  Exhibit 


Warrick  Implement  Store 

™~"""™~"^  Boonvillc,    Ind. 

AL    TUCKER                                   PHONE    27 
owner 
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McCORMlCK-DEERING   W-40 

-^InHrnational  Harvester'9  New  6'CyBnder, 
4. Plow  Tractor  —  Detigned  to  Openite  on 
Gasoline.  Kerosene,  or  No.  1  Furnace  DuttUate. 


The  new  Model  W-40  fits  in  toward  tlie  top  In  the 
modern  McCormick-Deering  line  of  12  farm  tractors, 
supplying  smooth.  6-cylinder  power  for  the  operation 
of  4-furroW  ploWa  and  other  large  farm  tools.  It 
offers  an  unusual  combination  of  flexibility  ease  ot 
handling,  efficient  operation,  and  long  Ute  It 
operates  successfully  on  low-priced  fuels,  such  aa 
kerosene  and  No.  I  furnace  distil  ate.  In  its  design 
use  has  been  made  of  new-type  oil  seals  and  cfhcient 
air  cleaner,  oil  filter,  and  fuel  stramer  to  guard 
against  grit,  dust,  and  water. 

We  invite  our  customers  to  vnsit  out  store  and 
inspect  this  new  tractor.  You  wUl  find  many 
interesting  features  of  design  m  this  latest 
product  of  International  Harvester  engineermg 
and  manufacture. 

H.  F.  METZ 
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^ews  Flash  I 

CORMICK-DEERING 

ARMALL  1 


4 


Now   $ 


sk  Us 


t,  •.  b.  BOONTULLB,  INDIANA,  witli  rcc«Ur 
SaaM  tmdwotltk  mi  W-tt  with  r«bb«r  tires. 


Demonstrate  the  tractor  Bargal 
the  Year  ! 

H.  F.  METZ 


PHONB    IM 


rthe  full  assorted  line  of  Tractors  at  our  booth  at  th 
Big  Boonville  Fair 
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THE  WARRICK  COUNTY 
&  SPENCER  COUNTY  FIELD  & 
TRACK  ASSOCIATION  set 
Saturday,  April  23  of  1920 
for  the  annual  track  & 
field  meet  at  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds. 

More  than  85  contestants 
took  part,  representing 
their  schools.  Among 
Boonville's  entrants  were: 

LEROY  GOUGH 
WILLIAM  LIVELY 
LEROY  MURPHY 
LELAND  LUTZ 
WAYNE  REED 
JAMES  MILLER 
FRANK  NOBLE 
WILLIAM  BATEMAN 


Captain  Lively  came  in  second 
in  the  100  yard  dash  and  he 
came  in  first  in  low  hurdles. 
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For  years,  FLORAL  HALL 
was  a  sight  to  behold.  The 
large,  open  building  on 
the  Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds 
was  placed  near  the  women's 
restroom  because  the  majority 
of  visitors  were  women. 


There,  fresh  bouguets  of 
every  color  &  description 
were  found  &  admired.  With 
their  tangy  fragrances  & 
eye-pleasing  appeal,  the 
flowers  were  a  must-see! 
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THE  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS 

The  Warrick  County  Chapter 
of  the  American  Red  Cross 
always  manned  a  tent  at 
the  Big  Boonville  Fair. 

This  tent  allowed  all 
fairgoers  the  opportunity 
to  stop  in  for  a  glass 
of  ice  water,  sit  and 
rest  a  spell  or  to  watch 
a  short  movie  on  how  to 
properly  bathe  a  baby; 
good  dental  care  &  healthy 
eating  habits. 

There  was  a  clean  cot  off 
to  one  side  where  anyone 
who  became  ill  could  go 
&  there  were  qualified 
persons  on  hand  to  help 
them.  Many  fine  people 
worked  in  this  tent  over 
the  years.  Among  them: 

ADELINE  MARTIN,  TOLLIE  TOOLE, 
LUCY  BELLE  WEYERBACHER, 
EDITH  SCHIMMELFENNIG,  HELEN 
L.  GLASSER,  MARY  JANE  WOOLEY, 
LORA  FELDWISCH,  MARY  JANE 
HICKERSON,  MARY  DRISCOLL, 
HELEN  WILSON,  GILBERT  NESTER 
&  HALLIE  MCCOOL. 


118. 


tsl« 


d  Cross  Speci  all^  Tr^ine^  i* 
NjLJJrses iand  Lotdlff^H^i 

ciians  always  avajl^^ble 
at  the  hospital' tent 
in  the  park  near     ^     ' 
the  office 
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Erafeiigen^y  II; 


LZ^^son.  T'^:,::^ 
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These  high-wire  acts 
always  made  us  hold  our 
breath  &  sit  on  the  edge 
of  our  seats. 
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THE  MIDWAY 


THE  MIDWAY  ITSELF  was 
long  &  narrow,  with  a 
path  down  the  middle, 
and  a  good,  liberal  sprinkling 
of  new  sawdust  every  year. 

There,  tents  of  all  sizes 
and  shapes  were  crowded  in, 
as  well  as  all  types  of 
food  booths.  There  were 
"games  of  chance".  Bingo 
booths,  fortune-tellers, 
souvenier  hawkers,  ^    rides 
&  attractions  for  all  ages. 

From  every  direction  as 
you  walked  along  the  Midway, 
the  sounds  of  laughter  & 
delighted  screams  could  be 
heard.  And  the  music  from 
the  rides  and  the  shows 
in  the  Old  Grandstand 
f i lied  the  air. 
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At  every  turn,  somebody 
wanted  to  "guess  your 
age  or  your  weight." 
If  they  missed,  you 
won  a  prize. 
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LONG  BEFORE 
you  could  buy  a 
soft  ice  cream  cone 
at  the  Dairy  Queen 
or  anywhere  else, 
the  only  place  you 
could  get  one  was 
at  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair. 

For  only  10<t,  you 
could  get  a  twirling 
mound  of  vanilla 
deliciousness ,  laced 
with  bits  of  fresh 
pineapple  . 

It  was  divine.   But- 
you  had  to  eat  it 
fast  because  it 
melted  like  crazy! 
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The  "Fun  House" 
had  mirrors  that 
made  you  look  taller 
and  wider  and  even 
wavier  ! 
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You  came  away 
from  this  stand  on 
the  Midway  with 
pieces  of  inexpensive 
glassware  if  you  won. 
Some  of  it  was  very 
pretty,  however; 
especially  the  red 
53fnes. 


At  first  glance, 
it  looked  so  easy: 
just  throw  10<t  onto 
one  of  the  pieces  of 
glassware  &  it  was 
yours.  However,  the 
way  the  pieces  were 
stacked,  gravity  & 
other  elements  were 
working  against  you 
most  of  the  time. 
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Some  of  the  games 
along  the  Midway  at 
the  Big  Boonville  Fair 
were  "rigged"  by  "carnies" 
working  in  the  booths. 
The  shooting  galleries. 
Ring  a  Bottle  stand,  & 
the  one  where  you  pitched 
dimes  to  see  if  they 
landed  on  a  certain  piece 
of  glassware  were  set  up 
so  they  were  hard  to  beat. 

Others,  like  the  fish  pond, 
the  duck  pond,  cover-the- 
spot,  basketball  toss, 
skee-ball,  and  others 
were  more  family-oriented 
and  more  honestly  run. 
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The  cover-the-spot  game 
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this  game  drew  teenage  boys 
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IN  1923,  the  Huntingburg 
Kiwanis  Club  sent  a  letter 
to  members  of  the  Boonville 
Kiwanis  Club  inviting  them 
to  come  to  the  Huntingburg 
Fair  the  following  week, 
stating  that  "it  was  the 
best  fair  in  the  State 
of  Indiana . " 

This  brought  a  loud  protest 
from  L.A.  Folsom,  one  of  the 
greatest  fair  supporters  in 
the  Tri-State  and  several 
resounding  "no"'s  from  the 
other  members  in  the  room. 

Mr.  Folsom  finally  conceeded 
that  the  Huntingburg  Fair 
"was  allright"  and  that  he 
had  no  guarrel  with  the  club 
for  sending  out  this 
propaganda.   In  the  meantime, 
a  couple  of  the  members 
of  the  Boonville  Kiwanis 
Club  made  arrangements  to 
attend  the  fair  at  Huntingburg 
just  to  show  their  respect. 
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EXHIBIT  OF  CATS   AT  FAIR 


Ernest  L.  Lutz,  Boonville  florist, 
will  have  an  exhibition  of  seven  An- 
gora and  Persian  cats  at  the  Boonville 
fair  that  will  represent  a  cash  value 
of  considerably  over  $1,000.  One  of 
the  cats  came  direct  from  Persia  and 
is  valued  at  $600.  Others  of  the  col- 
lection are  fromthe  celebrated  stock  of 
Prince  Bhagrat  Sin^h  Kashmar,  a  Hin- , 
du  prince  of  nortiMrn  India.  They 
were  sent  to  George  L.  Lutz,  also  of 
Boonville.  This  will  prove  one  of  the 
most  interesting  exhibits  on  the  Boon- 
ville fair  grounds. 
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FOR  A  COUPLE  OF 
YEARS  DURING  THE  1920 's 
the  celebration  of  the 
4th  of  July  on  the 
Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds 
was  held  under  the 
auspices  of  St.  Clements 
Catholic  Church. 

Many  games  of  amusement 
were  planned  in  advance 
for  every  age  group  and 
there  was  no  admission 
into  the  grounds  on  that 
day . 

Athletic  games  &  contests 
began  at  9  a.m.  that 
morning,  with  sack  races 
for  the  boys,  potato  races 
for  girls  &  boys  and  a 
bicycle  race  and  even  a 
"fat  man's  race."  Prizes 
given  by  local  merchants 
included  a  box  of  candy 
from  Christ's  Confectionery, 
a  box  of  10<|:  cigars  from 
Derr  Brothers,  a  searchlight 
from  the  Boonville  Electric 
Light  &  Power  Company  and 
$2.50  in  cash  from  Cotton 
Pelzer,  who  owned  a  men's 
clothing  shop  on  the 
public  square. 
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In  1925, 
Band  Director  Frank 
Wertz  and  his  group 
furnished  the  music 
for  the  outing. 

A  Professor  Grimes 
&  his  trained  dogs 
put  on  two  big  acts 
on  the  stage  in  front 
of  the  Old  Grandstand. 

Refreshments  of  every 
kind  were  prepared  & 
served  on  the  grounds 
and  a  new  Ford  car  - 
fully  equipped  & 
ready  for  touring  -- 
was  given  away  in  a 
raffle.   Orby  Barnett 
of  Boonville  possessed 
the  winning  ticket. 
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THE  GYPSIES 


THOSE  FOLKS  WHO  HAD 
LOOKED  FORWARD  TO  "HAVING 
THEIR  FORTUNES  TOLD"  AT 
THE  BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR  IN 
1940  were  sadly  disappointed... 

According  to  newspaper  accounts, 
a  group  of  about  30  gypsies, 
traveling  in  a  caravan  enroute 
to  Boonville,  were  apprehended 
by  the  Indiana  State  Police 
&  taken  to  Jasper  to  be  finger- 
printed.  Even  though  there 
were  no  formal  charges  filed  at 
the  time,  the  gypsies  were 
ordered  to  go  back  where  they 
came  from  "for  the  good  of  the 
community . " 

Generally,  these  dark  and 
mysterious  nomads  traveled 
with  pots  and  pans  and  children 
every  year  to  set  up  a  tent  at 
the  Big  Boonville  Fair.   Women 
with  long  hoop  earrings,  a 
scarf  on  her  head  and  "a  crystal 
ball"  attracted  lots  of  paying 
customers . 
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THESE  "FAIRGROUND  FORTUNE 
TELLERS"  CLAIMED  TO  BE  ABLE 
TO  "SEE  THE  FUTURE"  BY  PEERING 
INTO  A  CLEAR  CRYSTAL  BALL  OR 
BY  "READING  THE  PALM  OF  ONE'S 
HAND" . 

SUPPOSEDLY,  BY  STUDYING  THE 
"LIFELINES"  IN  THE  CUSTOMER'S 
PALM,  ANYTHING  ABOUT  HOPES  & 
DREAMS  &  FANTASIES  &  RELATION- 
SHIPS &  LIFE  &  EVEN  DEATH  COULD 
BE  TOLD. 

WHILE  THESE  GYPSIES'  PROPHECIES 
MAY  HAVE  BEEN  BASED  ON  LITTLE 
MORE  THAN  VIVID  IMAGINATIONS  AND 
"CON  GAMES",  MANY  FOLKS  WENT 
TO  SEE  THEM  AT  THE  BIG  BOONVILLE 
FAIR  BECAUSE  OF  A  STRONG  FEELING 
THAT  "THERE  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  SOMETHING 
TO  IT." 
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There  was  always 
an  air  of  mystery  &  suspense 
at  the  gypsy  tent  at  the 
Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds. 
However,  there  was  also 
a  "down  side"  too. 

For  the  most  part,  these 
gypsies  were  looked  upon 
as  notorious  thieves.   It 
is  a  documented  fact  that 
they  were  not  allowed  to 
set  up  their  living  quarters 
inside  the  city  limits. 

Old-timers  recall  seeing 
their  lit  campfires  at  night 
along  the  Old  Skelton  Road, 
the  Old  Folsomville  Road 
and  in  behind  the  Scales  Lake 
property. 

It  is  said  that  their  wagons 
formed  a  circle  around  an 
area  where  they  played  violins 
S,  fiddles  far  into  the  night. 

Other  confirmed  reports  are 
that  these  gypsy  women  had 
a  habit  of  walking  the  streets 
of  Boonville  during  the  day- 
light hours,  begging  for  milk 
for  their  children. 


143. 


And  —  whether  It  was 
a  coincidence  or  otherwise  -- 
certain  items  came  up  missing 
the  next  day  from  the  very 
same  homes  that  these  gypsy 
women  had  gone  to. 


Grocery  store  owners  around 
the  Boonville  Public  Square 
and  near  the  Old  Fairgrounds 
reported  several  instances 
when  a  handful  of  small 
gypsy  children  came  in  to 
steal  edible  items  such  as 
bubble  gum,  candy  &  apples. 
Some  of  the  store  owners 
chose  "to  look  the  other  way", 
knowing  that  these  children 
had  no  luxuries. 


At  any  rate,  the  gypsies 
were  a  colorful,  highly  creative 
and  hearty  group,  who  lived 
mainly  by  their  wits  and  their 
imagination . 
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A  long-time  resident 
of  Boonville  and  one  who 
was  well-respected  by 
all  who  knew  him  was 
ERNEST  CROWE. 

Crowe  cooked  &  sold 
barbecued  meat  at  the 
Old  Boonville  Fair  for 
many  years.   After  digging 
his  own  pit  deep  into  the 
ground  (some  10  x  3  trench), 
he  reduced  a  roaring  fire 
to  smoking  cinders  and 
cooked  mutton,  goat,  pig 
and  beef  until  it  was 
deliciously  done. 

Most  of  the  meat  was 
served  with  a  "mild" 
sauce.  However,  Crowe 
also  had  a  "hot"  sauce, 
if  reguested.  My  husband 
recalls  that,  if  anyone 
was  brave  enough  to  try 
this  "hot"  sauce,  they 
also  had  to  be  prepared 
for  their  mouths  to  be 
on  f ire  !  ! 
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TRAVELING  PHOTOGRAPHERS 
MADE  A  GOOD  LIVING  ON  THE 
COUNTY  FAIR  CIRCUIT.  NOT  ONLY 
DID  THESE  PHOTOGRAPHERS  TAKE 
PICTURES  UPON  REQUEST  AT  THE 
BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR,  THEY  ALSO 
TRAVELED  TO  INDIVIDUALS  HOMES 
FOR  SPECIAL  OCCASIONS  SUCH 
AS  THE  FOURTH  OF  JULY  GATHERINGS. 


LOCAL  PHOTOGRAPHERS  SUCH  AS 
FRANK  CADY  AND  W.C.  HUNTON 
KEPT  BUSY  ALSO.  HUNTON ' S  STUDIO 
WAS  LOCATED  ON  THE  BOONVILLE 
PUBLIC  SQUARE  WHILE  CADY ' S  WAS 
NEAR  THE  BOONVILLE  FAIRGROUNDS 
ON  NORTH  FIRST  STREET. 
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THE  "HOOTCHIE-KOOCHIES" 


According  to  Charles 
Kindermann,  the  Boonville 
Ministerial  Association 
insisted  that  "the  less- 
family-oriented"  entertainment 
at  the  Big  Boonville  Fair 
be  placed  at  the  very  rear  of 
the  grounds. 

The  "freak  shows",  which 
featured  such  oddities  as 
"The  Bearded  Lady"  &  "The 
Dog  Faced  Boy"  were  located 
near  the  rear,  but  even  further 
back  where  the  "hootchie- 
kootchie"  or  "girlie"  or 
"peep"  shows. 


There,  a  man  called 
a  "barker"  stood  out 
on  a  makeshift  stage, 
enticing  the  crowd 
to  "step  right  up". 
For  the  small 
price  of  just  25(t, 
they  could  come 
inside  and  "see 
some  of  the  most 
alluring  women-- 
dressed  &  otherwise." 
Needless  to  say, 
the  male  population 
hung  around  this 
spot  a  lot.  Rumor 
has  it,  however, 
that,  once  inside, 
it  was  a  big 
disappointment. 
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The  Bingo  Tent  was  the  most  popular 
entertainment  along  the  Midway. 
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Whenever  they  did  venture 
away  from  home  for  an 
evening  at  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair,  they  found  that  they 
were  met  with  an  overall 
patriotic  theme  there,  as 
well . 


Stage  performers  on  the 
platform  across  from  the 
Old  Grandstand  wore  army 
&  navy  "uniforms"  and 
sang  songs  like  "G.I.  Jive" 
and  "Don't  Sit  Under  The 
Apple  Tree"  in  front  of  a 
backdrop  depicting  a  USO 
Canteen. 
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Trampoline  acts 
were  decked  out  in  red, 
white  &  blue  spangled 
costumes,  with  a  giant 
poster  of  Uncle  Sam 
alongside  and  nearly 
every  evening  performance 
was  closed  with  the 
lowering  of  a  giant  flag 
over  the  stage  as  audiences 
cheered  and  clapped  their 
approval . 

In  1942,  one 
particuarly  patriotic  event 
took  place  on  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds  when 
several  young  men  were  inducted 
into  the  navy  on  stage.  A 
group  of  naval  officers  were 
on  hand  to  preside,  and  so 
were  the  mothers  of  these 
young  men,  who  were  given  a 
pin  and  a  corsage  in  honor 
of  "having  raised  fine  young 
sons .  " 
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All  up  &  down  the 
Midway,  food  booths  & 
the  Bingo  tent  were 
draped  in  red,  white  & 
blue  bunting  and  a  lot 
of  the  prizes  given  out 
during  this  time  by 
the  folks  who  ran  the 
weight  and  age  "guessing" 
booths  were  in  a 
patriotic  motif:  little 
paper  hats,  whistles, 
paper  horns,  badges. 
All  of  which  would  be 
collector's  items  today. 


It  was  during  this  time 
that  the  red,  white  &  blue 
snow  cone  was  invented 
for  fairgoers  &  it  was 
also  during  this  time  that 
many  special  rates  at  the 
front  gate  and  for  the 
rides  on  the  Midway  were 
honored  .  One  year  during 
World  War  II,  mothers  & 
fathers  got  into  the  front 
gate  free  by  bringing  a 
photo  of  their  loved  one 
in  service  to  the  ticket 
office . 
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*   IN  1930  The  Earl 
Raylor  Dancers  from 
New  York  Radio  Music 
Hall  appeared  on 
stage  at  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair. 


*   IN  1938,  a  girl 
named  Victoria  Marty 
was  shot  from  a  cannon 
at  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair,  landing  in  a 
safety  net  some  distance 
away . 


*   IN  1942  "Miss  Alice" 
a  7,000  pound  elephant 
ran  the  length  of  the 
Old  Grandstand  at  the 
Big  Boonville  Fair 
with  a  smiling  young 
woman  in  her  mouth. 


*  IN  1946  several  men 
took  flying  lessons  at 
the  Boonville  Airport, 
just  West  of  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds' 
racetrack . 
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VIC  SCALES  wrote 
from  overseas : 


"I  sure  wish  I  was 
at  home  instead  of 
here,  watching  'em 
shoot  a  pretty  girl 
out  of  the  cannon 
at  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair .  " 


"DUTCH"  MEYER  wrote 
enroute  to  Russia  as  a 
16  year  old  sailor: 

"Sometimes  I  wonder  what 
a  boy  like  me  is  doing 
in  a  place  like  this. 
What  keeps  me  going  is 
knowing  that  there  are 
lots  of  things  to  do 
once  I  get  back;  the  first 
will  be  to  go  to  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  on  a 
Friday  night. " 
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PAUL  FRANKLIN  PURDUE 
wrote  home: 

Dear  Mom  &  Dad, 

How  are  things  in  Boonville? 
Are  they  still  running  horse 
races  down  at  the  Old  Fair- 
grounds? It  sure  would  do 
me  good  right  now  to  sit 
underneath  one  of  those 
big  old  shade  trees  & 
watch  them  groom  the  horses 
&  get  ready  to  go.  Maybe  that's 
what  I'll  do  when  I  get  out 
of  this  army. 

Hope  you  are  all  okay. 

Love,  Paul 


*   Paul  Franklin  Purdue  lost  his 
life  in  World  War  II. 
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wrote  home: 

The  food  here  is  just 
so-so  and  we  always 
leave  the  mess  hall 
hungry.  Sure  wish  I 
had  a  half  dozen  of 
those  corn  dogs  from 
the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds .  " 


WILLIAM  WELLS  wrote  home: 

Dear  Ev.eryone, 

If  you  don't  hear  from  me 
very  often,  don't  think 
anything  of  it.  We  keep 
busy  and  it  gets  dark 
early  here. 

Guess  its  time  for  the 
Big  Boonville  Fair  again 
back  home.  I  wish  I  had 
a  dollar  for  every  time 
I  walked  the  Midway  or 
snuck  in  through  the 
back  fence  when  the 
guard  wasn't  looking 

Tell  everyone  I  said 
"hello" . 


Love,  BILL 


TOM  HOUGHLAND  wrote 


"Don't  you  be  worrying 
about  me,  Mom.  I'll  be 
coming  home  one  day 
after  this  war  is  done. 
I  just  hope  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  is  still 
there  and  I  hope  there 
are  some  pretty  girls 
left  by  the  time  I  get 
home .  " 
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HENRY  FRED  WRIGHT 
wrote  his  recollections 
about  the  Fair: 


"There's  just  one  thing 
about  it,  the  first 
thing  I'm  going  to  do 
when  I  get  home  is  to 
go  to  the  Fairgrounds 
&  sit  in  the  old 
grandstand  and  watch 
the  trotting  races. 
With  a  "lemon  shake-up" 
in  my  hand  and  a  cool 
breeze  blowing  through 
the  grandstand,  its 
the  closest  thing  to 
Heaven  that  I  know  of." 


*  Henry  Fred  Wright  lost 
his  life  in  World  War  II. 
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From  the  very 
beginning  of  the 
Big  Boonville  Fair 
until  the  end, 
homemakers  in 
Warrick  County 
fashioned  lovely 
guilts  to  show 
during  Fair  Week 
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FAIRGROUND 


*Double  ' 

Am*theater 

Destroyed 

Fair  Association  to  Meet 
Monday  Night  to  Discuss 
Rebuilding  of  Amphithe- 
ater for  Showing  of  83rd 
Annual  Fair. 

Fire  of  undetermined  origin  de- 
stroyed the  large  double  amphithe- 
ater on  the  Boonville  Fair  Grounds 
at  2  o'clock  Wednesday  morning 
with  a  loss  estimated  at  $10,000 
dollars,  by  Charles  Taylor,  presi- 
dent of  the  Fair  association.  The 
large  building,  the  larger  of-  the 
two  amphitheaters,  was  reduced  to 
charcoal  and  consumed  all  of  the 
equipment  that  the  Fair  associa- 
tion had  stored  there. 

The  structure,  which  was  built 
in  1890,  was  320  feet  long,  and  was 
partially  covered  by  msurance.  Of- 
ficials began  immediately  to  lay 
Elans  for  the  rebuilding  in  order  to 
e  ready  for  the  83rd  annual  Boon- 
ville Fair  next  year. 

The  ""Fair  association  will  meet 
Monday  evening  to  consider  re- 
building the  amphitheater. 
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In  1920,  "the  flapper" 
appeared  in  Boonville  - 
the  result  of  the  drastic 
change  in  feminine  dress 
&  appearance.  Within  a 
few  years,  the  length 
of  hems  was  shortened 
from  ankles  to  knee- 
caps . 

And,  within  a  few  minutes, 
great  lengths  of  hair 
was  released  from  hairpins 
and  intricate  top-knot 
arrangements  into  a 
square-cut  "bob." 

Into  Boonville 's  barbershops 
went  hundreds  of  women  a 
week  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives  to  submjt  to 
the  shears  of  indifferent 
and  prosperous  barbers. 

Most  women  didn't  have 
the  "pizzazz"  to  carry 
the  look  with  style  & 
grace.  One  comes  to  mind- 
Mildred  Ruble  came  away 
looking  good ! 
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2-BIG  DAYS-2 

July  3  and  4 

Boonville  Fair  Ground 

JULY  3 

HARLEM  JIHERBUG  SHOW 

FROM  NEW_VORK  CITY 

AU  COLORED  TROUPE-25  PEOPLE 

OWN  SPECIAL  ORCHESTRA 
AFTERNOON   and  NIGHT 
Afternoon -'Prizes  for  best  local 
JITTERBUG  DANCERS 

JULY  4 

HORSE  RACING 

St.  Julian's  Attractions 

CARNIVAL  ON  MIDWAY 

Boonville  High  School  Band 

Big  REVUE  and  FIREWORKS 

Adults  25c      At  Night      Children  15c 
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WILD  WEST  SHOWS 


DURING  THE  LATE  1800 's 
A  GREAT  MANY  WILD  WEST  SHOWS 
TRAVELED  THE  CIRCUIT,  PUTTING 
ON  OUTDOOR  SHOWS  AND  EXHIBITING 
EXPERT  SHOOTING  AND  ROPING 
SKILLS. 


SUCH  BIG  STARS  AS  ANNIE 
OAKLEY  S.  BUFFALO  BILL  WENT 
FROM  STATE  TO  STATE  WITH  WILD 
WEST  SHOWS  AND  THERE  IS  SOME 
EVIDENCE  THAT  THEY  APPEARED 
AT  LEAST  ONCE  ON  THE  OLD 
BOONVILLE  FAIRGROUNDS. 


MUCHRIDrftS 

OFTHEWOMD 
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Three  scenes  in  Act  5 
were  recalled  for  many  years 
afterwards  as  being  especially 
stirring.   As  the  authentic 
representation  of  "The  Call  To 
Arms",  "The  News  of  Morgan's 
Raid"  and  "The  Return  of  the 
Boys  in  Blue"  were  recreated, 
there  were  tears  and  laughter 
from  the  audience. 

Then,  finally,  to  the 
strains  of  resounding  military 
music,  every  man,  woman  &  child 
who  had  taken  part  in  the 
Pageant,  assembled  upon  the 
stage  to  take  part  in  one  last 
grand  patriotic  chorus. 

And,  as  they  sang,  a 
majestic  replica  of  the  American 
flag  was  slowly  unfolded  above 
their  heads. 
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circus  people  used 
to  say  that  "a  smile 
flies  from  a  clown  to 
the  acrobat  to  the 
lion  tamer  to  the  crowd 
of  people  and  back  again 
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"THE  HUNGRY  YEARS" 

In  1930,  before  the 
Great  Depression  was  felt 
across  the  country,  most 
Warrick  County  residents 
knew  little  about  poverty. 
Over  the  next  few  years, 
however,  misery  found  its 
way  into  every  region, 
group  &  occupation. 

Attendance  at  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  dropped 
drastically,  yet,  special 
promotions  by  both  local 
merchants  and  the  Boonville 
Fair  Association  helped 
keep  the  gates  open. 

Local  merchants  offered 
free  passes  and  also  free 
ride  tickets  in  exchange 
for  bread  wrappers  and 
one  day  a  week  was  designated 
"Kid's  Day"  whereby  all 
children  got  in  free  and 
rode  the  rides  on  the  Midway 
free  that  day. 

By  1938,  however,  the 
future  of  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair  was  once  again  shaky. 


166. 


Rumors  persisted 
around  the  gathering 
places  and  local 
newspapers  hinted 
that  the  grounds  were 
going  to  be  offered 
for  sale  again. 

Finally^  members  of 
the  Boonville  Fair 
Association  conceeded 
that  the  real  estate 
was  being  foreclosed 
due  to  a  mortgage  of 
$9,921 .54,  which  was 
held  by  a  bank. 

The  sale  was  to  be 
conducted  on  a  Saturday, 
November  25,  1939  at 
the  Warrick  County 
Courthouse . 

What  followed  has  never 
been  explained  and  there 
is  very  little  to  prove 
or  disprove  it.  It  has 
been  said,  however,  that 
a  well-known  sportsman, 
prominent  in  the  racing 
world,  bought  the  property 
and  then  handed  it  back 
scot-free  to  the  Boonville 
Fair  Association.   At  any 
rate,  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair  was  saved  once  again. 
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OVER  A  DOZEN 
FASHION  SHOWS  WERE  HELD 
AT  THE  OLD  BOONVILLE 
FAIRGROUNDS. 

AREA  WOMEN,  WEARING  THE 
LATEST  ARRIVALS  AT  WARRICK 
COUNTY  MERCHANTILE  SHOPS, 
PARADED  SHYLY  UP  AND  DOWN 
MAKESHIFT  RAMPS  IN  FRONT 
OF  THE  GRANDSTAND,  AMIDST 
CHEERS  &  HOOTS  FROM  THE 
AUDIENCES. 
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ORY   GOODS,  CLOTHING,  ETC. 


THE   PIONEER   CASH  STORE,  Drj  Goods, 

Hats,  Caps,  Notions,  Boots,  Shoes  and  Cloth- 
ing, McClary  &  Perigo,  Odd  Fellows  Building. 
South  Side  Public  Square. 

WILSON  BROS..  Dealers  ih  Dry  Goods,  No- 
tions, Boots,  Shoes.  Clothing,  Hats  and  Caps, 
East  Side  Public  Square. 

F.  PICKER,  Dealer  in  Dry  Goods,  Overcoats, 
Ladies'  Jackets  and  Cloaks,  Hats,  Caps, 
Clothing  and  Notions,  North  Side  Public 
Square. 

C.  FERGUSON,  Dealer  in  Boots,  Hats, 
Caps,  Clothing,  Shoes  and  Gents'  Furnishing 
Goods  » 

GEO.  J.  ROTF  *-  '^'^  dealers  in  Dry  Goods, 
Notions,  ,     Clothing     Ladies', 

Cloaks,  Ca  i  c,  p        *s'  Furnishing  Goods. 


THE  BEER  GARDEN 


About  a  block  down 
from  the  Old  Grandstand 
on  the  West  side  where 
the  tall  shade  trees 
stood,  there  was  a  big 
shelterhouse .   There 
a  temporary  fence  was 
erected  each  year  at 
county  fair  time  and 
there  was  always  a 
security  guard  at  the 
gate . 

You  had  to  be  21  years 
old  to  enter  and,  if 
you  were,  you   could 
sit  down  at  one  of  the 
tables  inside  and 
order  a  beer. 
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The  Church  Tent  was  a  popular  social  event  at  the  1910  Boonville  Fair. 


Church  women  from 
the  Methodist  Church, 
St.  Clements  Church  & 
several  of  the  country 
churches  worked  hard 
to  provide  homemade 
plate  lunches  to  fair- 
goers  under  their  tents 
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I     Robert  Claude  Ellis  Moore 
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LOCAL  PIONEER  IN  AVIATION 
ATTEMPTED  TO  FLY  FROM  THE 
OLD  BOONVILLE  FAIRGROUNDS 


The  year  was  1910.  A 
local  young  man,  R.E. 
Moore  began  sketching 
blueprints  &  designs 
towards  developing  an 
"aeroplane"  fit  to  fly. 
At  one  point,  experts 
who  came  to  Boonville 
to  see  his  blueprints 
felt  that  they  were 
seeing  some  of  the  most 
spectacular  draftsmanship 
that  they  had  ever  seen 
and  that  Moore  was  destined 
for  greatness. 

After  teaming  with  a 
partner,  Moore  began 
corresponding  with  air- 
craft distributors  & 
famous  aviators  such  as 
the  Wright  Brothers.  In 
time,  he  put  together 
a  craft  with  which  he 
made  several  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  fly  out  of  the 
Green  Ring  at  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds. 
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"THE  CAPTAIN" 

In  1931,  a  man  known 
only  as  "The  Captain" 
throughout  the  county 
fair  circuit  in  the 
Midwest,  arrived  in 
Boonville  at  the 
Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds 

He  was  one  of  the  truly 
admirable  daredevils; 
a  suntman  and  an  expert 
hot  air  balloonist. 

"The  Captain"  knew  how 
to  put  on  a  spectacular 
parachute  jump,  dropping 
on  three  consecutive 
parachutes.  Normally  he 
landed  with  only  feet 
to  spare  after  the  last 
of  the  chutes  opened . 
The  crowds  went  wild. 

Beware  of  the  fact  that 
in  those  days,  the 
eguipment  was  mostly 
homemade  and  was  rigged 
and  operated  by  the 
balloonist  himself,  it 
is  no  small  wonder  that 
his  death-defying  stunts 
always  had  'em  begging 
for  more. 
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Drawing  courtesy  of  Peyton  Autry, 

Author 
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THE  AUDIENCE  GASPED, 
THEN  BECAME  SILENT. 

EVERY  EYE  IN  THE  CROWD  WAS 
ON  THE  WOMAN  IN  THE  CENTER 
OF  THE  RING.  INCLUDING  THOSE 
OF  THE  TIGERS  PACING  BACK  & 
FORTH  INSIDE  THE  CAGES. 

SUDDENLY,  THE  ANIMAL  TRAINER 
FREED  THE  CAGED  ANIMALS  AND 
THE  SOUNDS  OF  A  WHIP  CRACKLED 
IN  THE  AIR. 

THEN,  JUST  AS  SHE  FORCED  THE 
TIGERS  TO  LEAP  THROUGH  A  RING 
OF  BLAZING  FIRE,  ONE  OF  THE 
TIGERS  RAISED  A  GIANT  PAW  & 
RAKED  IT  TOWARDS  THE  TRAINER'S 
FACE  AND  GROWLED. 


IT  WAS  A  MOMENT  FULL  OF  SUSPENSE 
THRILLS  AND  EXCITEMENT.  FOR      '' 
EVERYONE  KNEW  THAT  WILD  ANIMALS, 
NO  MATTER  HOW  WELL-TRAINED  THEY 
ARE,  COULD  NEVER  BE  FULLY 
TRUSTED  TO  OBEY. 
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During  the  1940 's  & 
1950'S/  countless  young 
people  joined  "4-H  Clubs" 
all  over  the  county. 

Boys  and  girls  from  all 
walks  of  life  -  rural 
and  otherwise  -  joined 
to  elect  officers,  hold, 
organized  meetings,  watch 
demonstrations,  and  to 
plan  what  their  4-H  exhibit 
would  be  for  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair. 

Many  of  these  neighborhood 
4-H  Clubs  had  fetching  names 

CLODBUSTERS 

PEPPY  PIRATES 

HAPPY  HELPERS 

ACTIVE  MAIDENS 

JOLLY  GIRLS 

PEPPY  GO  GETTERS 

CROSSROADS 

LITTLE  REBELS 

YANKEE  COMRADES 

MERRY  MARTHAS 

WILLING  WORKERS 

LITTLE  COLONELS 

TRUE  BLUE 

ACTIVE  MAIDENS 

TENNYSON  LIVEWIRES 

TENNYSON  CHATTER  &  STITCH  & 

MILLERSBURGH  HOT  SHOTS 
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SOME  OF  THE  4-H  Clubs 
met  in  high  school  gyms  and 
auditoriums  after  school. 
Those  young  people,  however, 
who  rode  school  buses,  met 
in  the  homes  of  their  adult 
4-H  leaders. 

Warrick  County  has  always 
been  most  fortunate  to  have 
had  an  overabundance  of 
dedicated  and  hard-working 
adult  4-H  leaders.  Among  them 
have  been: 


MAUD  OR A  LANG 
B.T.  BOND 
NELL  SON 
ROGER  BECKLEY 
DOROTHY  BECKLEY 
MAYME  ALLEN 
MARGARET  HARPER 
GEORGE  ELZER 
LORETTA  FEHD 
MRS.  RAYMOND  KAISER 
WILBUR  BROOKS 
HELEN  HILLENBRAND 
MRS.  CHARLES  KROEGER 
MRS.  MARILYN  BOSMA 
BURL  HUNT 
LAURA  STONE 
THEO  STAHLBERGE 
MRS.  CLYDE  EASLEY 
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EDNA  ADDINGTON 
LORA  FEHDWISCH 
MRS.  WILLIAM  TOOLEY 
VIRGIL  GERHARDT 
MRS.  VIRGIL  GERHARDT 
MRS.  JAMES  HAAS 
MRS.  OTTO  BRACHER 
MRS.  DEWEY  AUSTIN 
MRS.  WALTER  ROTH 
MRS.  RAYMOND  AUSTILL 
MARY  DAVIDSON 
MRS.  RUSSELL  DAVIS 
MRS.  ERNEST  ESCHE 
MRS.  ED  KROEGER 
MRS.  CHRISTINA  MILLER 
MRS.  KARL  UNSEL 
MRS.  GLADYS  HESSON 
MRS.  LEE  BARLOW 
MRS.  ELMA  MEINERT 
MISS  MAE  DARK 
MISS  MYRTLE  DARK 
MRS.  ED  NEYHOUSE 
MRS.  ED  SCHLEPPER 
MRS.  JOHN  MICHAELS 
MRS.  MARTHA  JENNER 
MRS.  THOMAS  RINGHAM 
CHESTER  VANADA 
MRS.  CHESTER  VANADA 
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Norman  Lant  Wins 
State  Fair  Trip 

Norman  Lant,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Lant  of  Stevenson, 
will  journey  to  the  Indiana  State 
Fair  September  4  to  10,  \yith  ex- 
penses paid,  as  the>  result  of  his 
winning:  the  contest  sponsored  by 
H.  F.  Metz  and  company,  at  the 
Rie  Roonville  Fair. 


4-H  CLUB  NEWS 


LITTLE  REBELS 

The  Little  Rebels  4-H  Club  of 
Goad  community  met  Tuesday, 
June  8,  at  1:30  p.  m.,  at  the  home 
of  our  club  leader,  Miss. Mae  Dark. 
Ten  members  answered  the  roll 
call  by  naming  their  favorite  flow- 
er. After  the  business  session  an 
interesting  demonstration  was  giv- 
en by  Miss  Evelyn  Hall  on  a  hand- 
turned  seam  and  the  slip  stitch. 
Members  sang  America,  the  Beau- 
tiful, and  various  other  club  songs. 
The  working  period  followed  with 
members  working  on  their  sewing. 
Mrs.  Dark,  Miss  Myrtle  Dark  and 
our  county  home  demonstration 
agent,  Miss  Friedline,  were  visit- 
ors. Our  next  meeting  will  be 
held  at  1:30  p.  m.  Tuesday,  June 
22,  at  the  home  of  Miss  Evelyn 
Hall. 
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A  TYPICAL  BANNER  YEAR 
FOR  4-H  EXHIBITS  AT  THE  BIG 
BOONVILLE  FAIR  WAS  1949. 
EVERYTHING  FROM  BUTTERFLIES 
&  RABBITS  TO  JAMS  AND  CHARCOAL 
SKETCHES  WERE  ON  DISPLAY  IN 
THE  BIG  HALL  AND  BEYOND.  AMONG 
THE  TOP  WINNERS  IN  THE  COUNTY 
WERE  = 

ELLSWORTH  CHRISTMAS: 
Bee  Keeping,  Potatoes  & 
Wildlife 


EVELYN  BARCLAY: 
Clothing 

SHARON  WHITNEY: 
Clothing 

JUDY  MAURER: 
Poultry 

BUDDY  GROENINGER: 
Soil  Conservation 

DOROTHY  GODEKE: 
Baking 

EUGENE  SIMPSON: 
Entemology 

EUGENE  LESLIE: 
Soil  Conservation 
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LLOYD  STAHL: 
Wheat 

DON  LANT: 
Wheat 

MARVIN  LESLIE: 
Corn 

ALFRED  TAPPERT: 
Advanced  Gardening 

JAMES  HARGRAVE: 
Advanced  Gardening 

A.J.  HUTSON: 
Beef  Steers 

JOYCE  HAAS: 
Baking 

RUTH  RAUTH: 
Baking 

MARTHA  BATEMAN: 
Baking 

PAUL  KROEGER: 

Beef  Steers  &  Wheat 
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JOHN  CAMPBELL: 
Rabbits 

ANN  KROEGER: 
Room  Improvement 

VALADA  STONE: 
Room  Improvement 

MARGARET  BEAN: 
Clothing 

JOANN  REMOLE: 
Clothing 

LINDA  TENNYSON: 
Clothing 

ROGER  WEST: 
Rabbits 

PAUL  HUNT: 
Rabbits 
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MARY  ELLEN  BRYAN: 
Clothing 

MARILYN  TULEY: 
Clothing 

RICHARD  LAMPING: 
Wildlife 

LARRY  SCHULTZ: 
Gardening 

LOIS  GENTRY: 
Clothing 

BARBARA  BROWN: 
Interior  Decorating 

JACOB  FORSTON: 
Wildlife  &  Advanced 
Gardening 

DON  LANT: 
Corn 

JIM  KIRBY: 
Corn 

THERON  COX: 
Rabbits 

JIM  MILLER: 
Advanced  Gardening 

DON  FISHER: 
Advanced  Gardening 
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BOB  PURSLEY: 
Advanced  Gardening 

LARRY  ELLIS: 
Entemology 


GEORGE  FRANZ: 
Advanced  Gardening 
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On  many  other 
occasions  throughout 
the  years,  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds 
was  used  for  other 
special  events  other 
than  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair.   Among  them: 


POLITICAL  RALLIES 
BALLOON  ASCENSIONS 
FASHION  SHOWS 
CHURCH  REVIVALS 
WEDDING  CEREMONIES 
BIRTHDAY  PARTIES 
PIE-EATING  CONTESTS 
BASEBALL  GAMES 
FOOTBALL  GAMES 
TRACK  MEETS 
FOX  HUNTS 
TREASURE  HUNTS 
PARACHUTE  DROPS 
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WEDDING  CEREMONIES 


Over  the  years,  there 
were  many  wedding  ceremonies 
that  took  place  on  the 
Old  Fairgrounds  property. 
Whenever  that  happened,  the 
wedding  license,  the  rings 
and  the  minister's  fee  were 
all  furnished  by  the  Warrick 
County  Fair  Association. 


190. 


FAMILY  REUNIONS 

HAYRIDES 

WEINER  ROASTS 

SNAKE  DANCES 

PIG  ROASTS 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CLASS  REUNIONS 

ARMY  REGIMENT  REUNIONS 

HISTORIC  PAGEANTS 

BEAUTY  PAGEANTS 

LABOR  DAY  CELEBRATIONS 

FOURTH  OF  JULY  GALAS 

MEDICINE  SHOWS 

GOSPEL  SINGS 

TALENT  SHOWS 

CENTENNIALS 

CHAUTAQUAS 

DANCE  MARATHONS 
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THE  SOUTHERN  FOUR 


"The  Southern  Four", 
a  black  Minstrel  act, 
appeared  at  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds 
during  the  1930's. 
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After  the  Civil  War 
ended,  folks  looked  around 
&  discovered  that  they  were 
beginning  to  have  both  time 
&  the  money  to  enjoy  them- 
selves . 

During  the  1880 's  the  theater 
became  big-league  entertainment 
and  the  Big  Boonville  Fair 
took  advantage  of  it. 

Most  popular  were  the 
"variety"  shows,  with  a 
hodge-podge  of  songs,  skits, 
dances  and  comedy  acts.  If 
it  was  peppered  with  salty 
language  &  buxom  ladies  in 
revealing  tights,  it  was 
"burlesque."  And,  if  it  was 
cleaned  up  for  family 
consumption,  it  was  called 
"vaudeville .  " 
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I    MAI  Aiiaiv  I  naawti  I 
ALL    LADIES!        ALL    I.ADIES!! 

GRAND  INAUGURAL  TOUR  OF  AMERICA! 

Of  the  F&med  Enropeui  SenBatiooaJ  Attractloii, 


LILLY  CLAY'S 
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UllyClay 
Marion  Singer 
Hertie  Honck 
P&lma  Schroder 
Beatrice  Vaughn 
AJice  Bumard 
Victoria  North 
Louise  Lellie 
Elsie  Bail 
Tops;  Robina 
Fanuie  Stockton 
ingie  Pelham 
LUlie  ishford 
Clan  Wilton 
Lizzie  Badger. 
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Alice  Townsend 
Nellie  Brooks 
Clara  Coleman 
Oertmde  Keith 
Uda  Hone 
Etta  Warren 
Louise  Letter 
Kate  Barcourt 
Ella  Oram 
Sadie  Torroy 
Edith  Raymond 
Laura  Lawrence 
Nellie  Miles 
Jennie  Witherell 
Alice  Beoden 
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I      A  COTEBIE  or  CHAEMINO  AND  OULTOBED      I  f^f^ 

mim  m  American  laiit  AiTisTsloU 


i.A.3sarK= 


ADAMLESS  EDEN 


PRODnCED  TVITH  REOAI,  SPLEWDOR  AND  MAOmTICENCn: 


Vlkcoe   8«i»Arekto 


LAdy  tiahar* 


COTERIE  OF  LOVELY  LADT  LTRIO   STARS 

15  GRAND  ORCHESI^^  15 

Ladr  TloltnUta.  LAdy  OantattliU.  LAdT  Flattatt,  >    Lady  Ot>o«  PUjarA,  LAdy  Fmota  liwiu  KAfars, 

LAdr  OUrlooetlUU,  Lady  Trooiboe*  Plartn.     I  Lftdj  BombArdoD  Plarara. 

LAdr  PlABlaU.  LAdr  Hu-plAH.  Ladr  Baas  PlAyar*.  I  Lady  rmpuil  rlmj»n,  LAdy  Dnunmar* 

PHirm  OF  AMERlC?''""""'"""""""'~Mm  ARTISTS! 
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THE  OLD  GRANDSTAND 


The  Old  Grandstand  was 
an  ominous  structure, 
standing  there  after 
dark,  silhouetted 
against  the  sky. 

Built  in  1890,  it 
was  made  up  entirely 
of  wood  and  was  some 
320  feet  long.  The 
bleachers  were  hard 
and  full  of  splinters 
&  often  dusty,  yet 
there  was  always  a 
good  breeze  blowing 
there  under  the 
eaves . 

It  was  an  excellent 
place  to  sit  and 
watch  the  horse  races 
in  the  afternoon 
and  the  perfect  place 
to  relax  with  an  iced 
"hokey-pokey"  or 
multi-colored  snow 
cone . 
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OUTDOOR  CONCERTS 
were  all  the  rage  from 
about  1900  to  1950. 
With  such  talented  groups 
around  as  The  Bohrer 
Brothers  Orchestra, 
The  Happy  Jacks,  and  a 
4-piece  orchestra 
starring  C.  Richard 
Johnson  and  Bob  Hoskinson, 
there  was  never  a  shortage 
of  good  music  and  good 
times . 

The  combination  of  a 
moonlit  evening,  a  fresh 
breeze  blowing,  stars  in 
the  sky  and  unforgettable 
music  in  the  air  was  always 
pleasurable. 
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FAMILY  PICNICS 

Families  drove  from  all 
around  to  hold  picnics  on 
the  Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds. 
Spreading  blankets  and 
quilts  on  the  grassy  knoll 
in  the  Green  Ring,  and  beyond, 
putting  out  fresh  sandwiches, 
and  fried  chicken,  deviled 
eggs,  stuffed  celery,  slices 
of  cold  watermelon  and  later, 
some  of  Grandma ' s  famous 
homemade  chocolate  layer  cake. 

Parents  &  grandparents 
watched  as  the  children  ran 
and  played  on  the  spacious 
grounds  and  they  spoke  about 
the  weather  and  church  and 
their  neighbors  and  their 
gardens  . 

Then,  just  before  dark, 
as  the  sun  was  setting,  a 
line  of  cars  could  be  seen 
leaving  the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds  as  each  of  the 
individuals  returned  home, 
tired,  but  happy. 
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LABOR  DAY  FOR  MY 
FAMILY  MEANT  A  DAY 
SPENT  AT  THE  OLD 
BOONVILLE  FAIRGROUNDS 
WITH  FAMILY  &  FRIENDS 
Sc  LOTS  OF  GOOD  FOOD. 
My  Dad,  who  was  a  coal 
miner,  always  got  a  new 
uniform,  either  gray 
or  dark  green  or  navy, 
to  march  in  the  parade 
in. 
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MANY  POLITICAL 
RALLIES  WERE  HELD  ON 
THE  OLD  BOONVILLE  FAIR- 
GROUNDS DURING  ITS 
HEY-DAY. 

Local  ties  to  dignataries 
such  as  Boonville  native, 
JAMES  A.  HEMENWAY,  who 
was  a  representative  of 
Congress  from  Indiana 
for  a  dozen  years  and 
later  served  as  a 
United  States  Senator, 
influenced  others  to 
hold  their  political 
rallies  in  Warrick  County 
while  traveling  across 
the  countryside. 
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Labor  czar  John  L.  Lewis 
arrived  in  Boonville  in  the 
late  1930's  to  speak  at  a 
coalminer's  rally. 


FIRST  LADY  ELEANOR 
ROOSEVELT  arrived  in 
BoonvillG  by  train 
to  campaign  for  her 
husband,   Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt,  who 
served  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States 
from  1932  to  1945. 
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In  1949,  President 
&  Mrs.  Harry  S.  Truman 
and  daughter,  Margaret, 
stopped  in  Boonville 
enroute  to  another 
destination  and  he  was 
the  guest  speaker  at 
a  political  rally 
held  on  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds. 


Wendell  Wilkie 
appeared  in  Boonville 
on  the  political 
circuit,  as  did  others 


William  McKinley 
Teddy  Roosevelt 
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PIE  &  BOX  SOCIALS 

SOAP  BOX  SPEECHES 

TUMBLING  EXERCISESW 

VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

AUDITIONS 

BEARD  GROWING  CONTESTS 

WOODWORKING  CLASSES 

SEANCES 

OPEN  AIR  MOVIES 

FISH  FRYS 

ANTIQUE  SHOWS 

CAR  SHOWS 

FLOOD  SHELTERS 

SHRINERS  CONVENTIONS 

TEMPERANCE  MEETINGS 

GUN  &  KNIFE  SHOWS 

GEOLOGY  STUDIES 

BLACK  MINSTREL  SHOWS 
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AIRPLANE  FLYING  LESSONS 

INDIAN  POW-WOWS 

UNITED  MINE  WORKERS  DAYS 

STOCK  CAR  RACES 

GO  KART  RACES 

WAR  BOND  DRIVES 

MOCK  DISASTER  DRILLS 

OUTDOOR  BAND  CONCERTS 

BOY  SCOUT  CAMP  OUTS 

GRADUATION  SERVICES 

COMPANY  PICNICS 

ASTRONOMY  CLASSES 

WILD  WEST  SHOWS 

LIVESTOCK  AUCTIONS 

JITTERBUG  CONTESTS 

KU  KLUX  KLAN  GATHERINGS 
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Oct.  8, 1897 

The  65th  Reg.  Ind.  Vol.  Inft.  held 
a  reunion  at  the  Boonville  Fair 
Thursday  and  the  following  com- 
rades were  present  and  registered; 
Abe  Wright,  John  Wilkinson,  Dr. 
Sam  Johnson,  William  Carl- 
ton, Isaac  Vote,  Wm.  Mansil,  James 
McCutchan,  John  Reynolds,  Wm. 
McCool,  Ely  Wamsley,  Charles 
Schnipper,  John  Weed,  Austin 
White,  Richard  Stevens,  Robert 
Baker.  Jacob  Nelson,  John 
Nicholson,  John  bamett,  Absalm 
Hudson,  Peter  Mnrker,  Jefferson 
Broker  Daiv  ^ohiiniion.     •\ 


Lodge  brothers  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
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EASTER  SUNRISE  SERVICES 

BIBLE  TEACHINGS 

CCC  CAMPS 

FUR  TRADERS  EXPOS 

TRI  KAPPA  LUNCHEONS 

SENIOR  GIRL  SCOUT  PICNICS 

HALLOWEEN  PARTIES 

GIANT  RUMMAGE  SALES' 

WPA  RECRUITING  DRIVES 

GREYHOUND  DOG  RACES 

PHOTOGRAPHY  LESSONS 

FENCING  DUELS 

MARKMANSHIP  EXHIBITS 

BANDAGE  ROLLING  SESSIONS 

ARBOR  DAY 

THE  WOMEN'S  RELIEF  CORPS 

THE  WAR  MOTHERS 

THE  PHILHARMONIC  CLUE 
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Some  of  the 
one-room  schoolhouses 
during  the  early  1930's 
held  an  all-day  picnic 
&  play  time  at  the 
Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds 
once  a  year. 

Schools  such  as 
Lunenburg,  Oak  Ridge, 
Selvin  &  others  were 
filled  with  students 
who  looked  forward 
to  this  outing  all  year 
long . 
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SOUP  SUPPERS 

THE  BOONVILLE  PRESS  CLUB 

THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

ICE  CREAM  SOCIALS 

SUNSHINE  EXPOSITIONS 

RAILROAD  CONVENTIONS 

FUNERALS 

IMAGURATIONS 

FARM  AUCTIONS 

COURT  HEARINGS 

SHOOTING  MATCHES 

MUD  WRESTLING 

ROLLER  SKATING 

TENNIS  MATCHES 

CAKE  WALKS 

BUSINESSMEN'S  LUNCHES 

LOG  ROLLING  CONTESTS 

ROOSTER  CROWING  CONTESTS 

CIDER  MAKING  D^^YS 
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In  September  of  1916, 
one  of  the  most  spectacular 
events  that  ever  was  held 
in  Warrick  County  took  place 
on  the  Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds. 

The  extravaganza  included  a 
Centennial  celebration,  a 
Homecoming  &  a  Pageant,  that 
encompassed  one  thousand  area 
citizens  taking  part. 

A  lot  of  research,  hard  work  & 
planning  went  into  the  two-day 
gala.  Under  the  able  direction 
of  WILLIAM  L.  BARKER,  who 
acted  as  General  Chairman  of 
the  WARRICK  COUNTY  CENTENNIAL 
ASSOCIATION,  L.A.  FOLSOM  and 
other  County  Historians  made 
great  strides. 

THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  INCLUDED: 
CLAMOR  PELZER,  MISS  FANNIE 
MCCULLA,  MRS.  ANNA  PARKER,  MRS. 
LAURA  BENNETT,  HENRY  J.  MAURER , 
JACOB  EIFLER,  CHARLES  E.  CLARKE-, 
GUY  DERR,  GUS  ROTH,  ELISHA  A. 
WILSON,  JOHN  F.  HEINZLE  & 
EDGAR  A.  JARRETT. 
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.Finance  Committee  members 
were:  WILLIAM  L.  VEECK, 
CHARLES  E.  POWELL, 
L.W.  BOHN,  O.P.  DEDMAN  & 
ALBERT  C.  DERR. 

HOMECOMING  COMMITTEE  WAS: 
CHARLES  H.  JOHNSON,  CHAIRMAN, 
MRS.  MARY  HUDSPETH,  MRS. 
MARY  ARMSTRONG,  MRS.  DOCIA 
THOMAS,  GEORGE  WILLS, 
WILLIAM  HART,  IRVIN  TWEEDY, 
CHARLES  D.  WILLIAMS, 
CHARLES  H.  GARRISON  &  IVAN 
0.  HENNING. 

MUSIC  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS  WERE: 
MRS.  MINA  THORNBURGH, 
MISS  CAPITOLA  STONE,  MRS. 
GERALDINE  YOUNGBLOOD, 
MRS.  ANNA  WARD,  MISS  RUTH 
TRIMBLE,  MISS  GERALDA 
BOHRER,  J.  FRANK  CADY,  J.W. 
MASON  &  EDWARD  BOHRER. 


yRA^*^ 
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Kindermann's  & 
Addington's  both  sponsored 
a  series  of  marksmanship 
practice  for  young  men 
at  the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds  in  order  to 
keep  them  out  of  trouble. 


0srm€ff£STh 


Saturday  Target  Practi* 
I  For  Boys 


NY  boy  in  this  community  ' 
has  a .  22  caliber  Winchesteh  F 


-^"^^   -f-p^r  ■¥. 


"^TESTER  JumVk'*  T 
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Tri<:ounty 

Fox  Hunters'  Celebration 

Boonville  Fairground 

OCT.  1,  2,  3,  4,  1941 

Big  Fox  Chase  af  Daybreak  Each  Morning 

within  10  minutes'  drive  of  Boonville 
BIG  MIDWAY,  SHOWS,  RIDES  and  CONCESSIONS 


WEDNESDAY.  OCT.  I.  7:30  P.\L,  DOG  SHOW 
THURSDAY  NOON  . . .  BIG  STREET  PARADE 
THURSDAY.  7:30  P.  M. 

30-PIECE  ACCORDIAN  BAND 
C.  E.  GRAHAM'S  TRICK  RIDERS, 
Educated  Horses,  Comedy  Trick  Mule 

FRIDAY-SATURDAY.  7:30  P.  M.  .  .  . 

V-ROY.  THE  MASTER  MAGICIAN 

Special  Scenery  and  LichtinK  Effects 

Come  and  Sec  the  Magic  That  You've  Never  Seen  Before" 

ALSO  GRAHAM'S  TRICK  RIDERS  AND  HORSES 


FREE  PICTURE  SHOW  and   FREE  DANCE 

every  night  after  Grandstand  performance 


A  #4  w^  i«  a  i^-vv,  •    Fr««  AdmlBtJon  to  Ground 
/\aiTII8B10n  .    N.f  h«  P.rrormanco.  Cr.nd.land.  ISc  lo  .'• 


For  Information  call  Albert  C.  Dorr,  Phone  420,  Boonville 
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IT  WAS  IN  1934  THAT 
THE  ROTH  MOTOR  COMPANY 
installed  a  new  processed 
movie  screen  and  special 
sound  projector  in  their 
tent  at  the  Big  Boonville 
Fair. 

Louis  L.  Roth  and  his 
family  and  business 
associates  not  only 
displayed  the  latest  & 
finest  Ford  V-8  cars 
&  trucks  each  year  during 
the  fair,  they  also  came 
up  with  many  innovative  & 
interesting  attractions 
to  the  public. 

One  year,  the  Roth  Motor 
Company  gave  out  free 
tickets  weeks  in  advance 
to  a  dance  held  inside 
their  tent  at  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair. 
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IN  JUNE  OF  1955, 
Boonville  drivers  took  home 
"firsts"  in  both  the  feature 
and  consolation  races  held 
at  the  Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds 
track . 


The  event  was  sponsored  by 
the  United  Stock  Car  Racing 
Association  and  was  an  eight- 
event  card. 


The  winner  of  the  feature  race 
was  George  Hester.  He  also  came 
in  first  in  the  first  heat  race 
to  become  a  "double  winner." 


Winning  first  in  the 
consolation  race  was  Bob  Skelton, 
driving  the  F-7.   This  came  after 
battling  Don  Jackson  of  Evansville 
all  the  way. 
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BIG  TENT  THEATRE 

JAMBOBE 

BARNDMa 
FBOUCS 

WMi  Clm«r,  hUncy,  Ah^t,  T«xm  J*ck,  Bob  Atdur,  TIm 
Movntain  Minttrel,  hoddy  Kjye  a«4  i^  lUdlo  SiMt. 

ALSO  AMATBVm  EADiO  AUDRMIf  OONXUVI 


A  BIG  SHOW  AT  LITTU  PftlCfS 


Me 


Wednesday  and  Thursday 

JULY  14-lS 

FAIR  GROUNDS 


Smokin^,5pittinj$ 
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Orchestra 


The  High  School  Orchestra  has  made  much  progress  the  past  year  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Marian  Graham.  The  Orchestra  has  always  been  verv 
loyal  to  B.  H.  S.  in  playing  for  many  meetings  in  connection  with  the  High 
School.  It  has  assisted  in  the  Senior  Plays,  Operettas,  several  musicales,  the 
exhibit  and  various  entertainments  last  winter.  It  also  played  at  a  banquet  given 
by  the  Fair  Association  and  was  complimented  very  highly  as  was  shown  in  a 
letter  of  thanks  received  by  Miss  Graham.  There  are  fourteen  members,  in- 
cluding the  director.  The  first  violins  are  Miss  Graham,  Helen  Roth,  Irene  Hay 
and  Frieda  Inderrieden ;  Second  violins,  Marion  Doane,  Florence  Bateman,  Emilie 
Glaus  and  Helen  Parker.  First  cornet,  Irvin  Veeck;  Second  cornet,  Howard  Par- 
ker. Saxophone,  Mr.  Taylor.  Clarinet,  John  Mitchem.  Drummer,  Maurice  Bohrer 
and  pianist,  Viola  Kohlmeyer. 


During  the  1920's  &  1930's, 
the  Klan  experienced  much 
grandeur  and  power  in  the 
State  of  Indiana.  The 
esteemed  office  of  "The 
Imperial  Wizard"  passed  into 
the  hands  of  a  retired 
veterinarian  from  Terre  Haute, 
and  it  was  through  him  that 
rallies  were  held  in  Boonville 
on  the  Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds 
at  least  half  a  dozen  times. 


Klansmen  &  their  Ladies 
of  the  Golden  Mask  turned  out 
by  the  thousands  during  a  time 
when  the  tides  of  racial 
prejudice  were  high. 
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The  Boonville  High 
School  Band  always 
made  us  proud  over 
the  years  as  they 
led  the  parades 
around  the  public 
square  and  down 
to  the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds . 
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4th  of  July 

CEtEBRATION 

Boonville  Fair  Ground 

RACES 

2:30  Trot  and  Pace  4  Furlong  Run 

2:12  Trot  and  Pace  5  Furlong  Run 

FREE  ACTS 

BIG   STAGE    SHOW 

Joe  J.  Smith  Amusement  Service 
of  St,  Louis,   Mo. 
Presents 

Liberty  Bells  of  1942 

Beautiful  Scenery'-Chorus  Girls-Lighting 
^  Effects  •-  High  Class  Acts 

Featuring 

Muehlenbroch's  Orchestra 

Buckeye  State    Shows 

on  Midway 

Rides— Shows— Amusements  Galore 

This  Show  Will  Be  on  Midway  From  June   29   to  July  4 

Boonville  High  School  Band 
ADMISSION 

Adults  Children  Automobiles 

27c  18c  27c 

.03  tax  .02c  tax  .03c  tax 

.30  .lo  '  .30 


THE  MEDICINE  SHOWS 


These  shows  were  always 
held  out-of-doors,  and  on 
a  makeshift  stage.  Usually 
there  was  a  man  or  a 
magician  of  sorts  out  in 
front,  working  to  draw  a 
crowd  in  close.  Later 
on,  someone  got  on  with 
the  business  at  hand: 
selling  the  "magic  salves 
and  elixers"  inside  the 
wagon  parked  nearby. 
There  were  "medicines" 
to  soothe  a  cough,  to 
cure  influenza,  to  erase 
the  freckles  from  your 
face  and  to  remove  warts, 
or  so  they  said. 


In  1925,  after  these 
medicine  shows  were  subjected 
to  close  inspection,  it  was 
found  that  most  of  the 
"magic  elixers"  were  99% 
full  of  alcohol 


Im^ 


FOR 
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News  of  the  end 
of  World  War  I  came 
to  Boonville  on  the 
sounds  of  coal  mine 
whistles  and  church 
bells  ringing,  to 
which  were  added  the 
sporad.ic  blasts  of 
household  firearms. 


Veterans,  greeted 
as  heroes,  returned 
with  wide-eyed  tales 
of  foreign  places 
and  brought  back 
valuable  mechanical 
know-how  &  trucking 
experience  from 
military  lif e . 

With  the  end  of 
this  war,  there  came 
a  close  to  a  graceful 
period  of  history 
and  new  attitudes  in 
social  thinking,  customs, 
styles  &  habits  took 
place.   These  changes 
were  not  unnoticed  by 
the  planners  of 
the  Big  Boonville  Fair. 
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BIRTHDAY  PARTIES 
were  often  held  on 
the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds . 

In  1934,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Charles  Gross,  of 

Boonville,  hosted 

an  all-day  picnic 

&  birthday  celebration 

in  honor  of  their 

son,  George  William. 

Neighborhood  pals 
of  little  George 
and  family  members 
gathered  to  play 
games  on  the  spacious 
grounds  and  to  win 
prizes . 

A  delicious  picnic 
lunch  was  served  to 
all,  with  birthday 
cake  topping  it  off. 
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THE  CHAUTAUQUA 
was  "the  social  blast 
of  the  year"  for  some 
time . 

These  traveling  tent 
shows  that  swept  into 
small  towns  like 
Boonville  swept  us 
off  our  feet. 


With  magicians, 
yodelers,  opera  divas, 
Indians,  speeches  & 
plays  and  musicals 
that  involved  recruiting 
local  talent,  they 
were  a  refreshing  change 
&  entertaining  treat. 
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BROADWAY  SHOWS 
COUNTRY  WESTERN  SHOWS 
LAW  ENFORCEMENT  TRAINING 
ODD  FELLOWS  MEETINGS 
HOG-CALLING  CONTESTS 
BARBERSHOP  QUARTET  SINGS 
STATE  SPELLING  BEES 
COOKING  DEMONSTRATIONS 
FOOT  RACES 
SACK  RACES 
WRESTLING  MATCHES 
SQUARE  DANCING 
VAUDEVILLE  ACTS 
BRASS  BAND  PERFORMANCES 
MOVIE  CREWS  FILMING 
SALVAGE  DRIVES 


and  more 
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Let's  Have 

A  Show; 


and  have  costumes  and  every- 
thing* And  after  we  all  Icam 
our  parts,  let's  give  the  show  be- 
fore our  fathers  and  mothers. 
Won't  that  be  funi  Every- 
body in  fiavot?    All  right,  we'll  have  our 

JUNIOR  PLAY 

the  last  afternoon  of  Chautauqua 


Some  of  the  best  fun  of 
all  will  be  in  fixing  up 
our  own  costumes,  and  in 
rehearsing  the  play.  We'll 
not  let  anybody  know 
what  we're  going  to  have 
ac  our  show  until  they 
see  us  on  the  stage.  We'll 
keep  it  a  secreC;  shall'  we? 

Besides  the  play  we^U 
have  other  thitxgs  to  do. 


The  dally  program  will  be 

9  a.  m.   Oames  and 
folk  dancing. 

10  a«  m.  Stories  and 
music 

11  a.  m. '  Rehearsal 
for  the  play. 

TKere  will  be  sotnething  going 
on  cvcTf  minute.  Don*c  cell 
tnybody,  but  the  JUNIOR 
CHAUTAUQUA  U  going  to 
b«  more  fun  than  the  big 
Chtutauqua. 


Buy  a       JUNIOR 


TICKET 


>L_>a 


,±^ 


COME 
TIMB    i 


•  /     •;'-»/-\»/' 
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THE  OLD  BALL  GAME 


For  many  years,  one  of 
the  most  enjoyable  activities 
held  on  the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds  were  the  baseball 
games . . . 

Teams  like  "The  Sluggers", 
"The  Coal  Miners",  "The 
Grocers"  and  "The  Boosters" 
provided  lots  of  good, 
clean  fun  &  entertainment 
for  the  entire  family  as 
they  soaked  up  the  warm 
sunshine  and  fresh  air  & 
cold  soda  pop. 

From  the  very  beginning, 
interest  in  this  much-loved 
sport  ran  high  in  Warrick 
County.   In  June  of  1898  a 
man  named  Christ  Batteiger 
organized  &  managed  a  baseball 
team  in  Boonville.  Players 
on  this  team  included: 
SAM  WHITTINGHILL,  CHARLIE 
BATTEIGER,  JOHN  ST.  CLAIR, 
FRANK  FREEMAN,  HIRAM  FULLER, 
R.  PATTERSON,  R.H.  MILLER, 
M.  STANTON  &  L.  EASLEY. 
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1.1! 


AT 


FAIR  GROUNDS 

Ft.  Branch  Tigers 

vs 

BooiYville 

Added  Attraction 

Lieut.  Harding  doings  a  trapezeact  in  a  100 
horse  power  plane  in  air.  Also  Parachute 
drop  by  Miss  Korherr  from  1000  feet. 
Only  livinjf  being  doing  this  remarkable 
feat. 

Johnnie  Morrison  will  pitch. 

Game  called  at  2:30  p.  m. 

Gates  open  at  12:30  p.  m. 


234. 


LSiV^ 


"^"^'K\N 


A 


Toady  McGee 
Heads  Locals 
Batting  Average 


Toady  McGee  (he  was  the  guy 
that  made  that  circus  catch  in  left 
field  Sunday),  the  hardy  perrenial 
of  the  Boonville  Booster's  left  field 
garden,  proved  conclusively  that 
Pater  Time,  although  a  fair  scythe 
swinger,  didn't  know  a  darn  thing 
about  using  a  bat  for,  in  spite  of 
"ole  man  time*«"  attempt  to  sit 
him  on  the  bench,  McGee  still  turns 
his  usual  good  performance  at  the 
outpost  and  is  pounding  the 
spheroid  at  a  .307  clip  to  head  the  i 
list  when  the  batting  averages ! 
were   compiled   this   week.  i 

Toady  boosted  his  second  place 
.278  up  29  notches  to  .307,  while 
Joe  Muhoberac  crawfished  his 
former  .307  clip  down  to  .238  in 
fourth  place. 

Gabby  Gemlich,  who  has  been  at 
bats  more  times  than  his'  team- 
mates and  has  collected  more  hitn 
than  anyone  else  on  the  team, 
vaulted  to  the  .300  mark  to  come 
in  second  in  the  swatting  race. 

Elongated  Ray  Peck,  instead  of 
confining  his  activities  solely  to 
the  mound,  has  wielded  a  wicked 
stick  in  the  batting  derby  to  come 
up  in  third  position. 

Manager  Davs  poled  out  the  ap- 
ple at  a  good  clip  to  add  nearly 
100  points  to  his  former  .143  aver- 
age bringing  it  up  to  .222. 
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IN  THOSE  DAYS, 
team  uniforms  were  homemade 
creations,  whereby  mothers 
and  wives  stitched  crooked 
numbers  on  mis-matched 
shirts . 

For  a  while,  the  men 
played  on  uneven  surfaces, 
amid  clumps  of  dirt  and 
wild  grass.  The  baseballs 
were  scuffed  and  bursting 
at  the  seams  and  their 
shoes  were  not  "regulation 
baseball  shoes"  or  even 
close . 

Yet,  baseball  was  "the  tie 
that  binds".   It  seemed  to 
unite  family  &  friends  & 
home  &  community  more  than 
anything  ever  before. 

The  game  gave  us  a  measure 
of  intimacy;  a  place  to 
gather  for  fellowship;  and 
a  common  bond.   Baseball 
reflected  the  times. 

DURING  THE  DEPRESSION  YEARS, 
there  wasn't  a  lot  of  money 
for  entertainment.  To  have 
played  the  game  of  baseball 
or  to  have  watched  the  game 
being  played  for  a  couple 
of  hours,  took  our  minds  off 
our  worries  for  a  while. 
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In  1921,  a 
baseball  team  was  organized 
with  Earl  Batteiger  as  the 
manager.  Among  the  talented 
players  from  Boonville  on 
this  team  were: 

Jimmy  Lenn 

Tod  Miller 

Joe  Ulrich 

Matt  Ludwig 

Arlie  Skelton 

"Toady"  McGee 

"Bailie"  Barker 

"Big  Six"  Leimgruber 

Earl  Batteiger 

Hank  Gowdy  &  "Babe  Ruth"  Small 


Donations  to  support  this 
team  came  from  the  following 
businessmen : 

Henry  J.  Maurer 

Ernest  C.  Pelzer 

George  J.  Roth 

Heinzle  &  Nester  Jewelers 

Henry  C.  Christ 

Derr  Brothers 

Frank  Forrest 

The  manager  quickly  raised  $300 
of  the  necessary  $400  needed 
for  the  enterprise. 
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New  uniforms  of  grey 
and  black  trimmings  arrived, 
and  the  playing  lot  on  the 
Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds 
was  enlarged  &  put  in 
first  class  shape. 

The  team  won  the  first 
game  against  Princeton 
in  an  exciting  finish 
by  a  score  of  4  to  3. 


The  largest  crowd  of 
spectators  at  a  baseball 
game  ever  recorded  in 
Warrick  County  was  when 
this  team  defeated 
a  team  from  Degonia  in 
1921  . 
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Attention 

SOFT 
^    BALL 

and 

BASEBALL 
TEAM 

MANAGERS 

NOW  SHOWING 


Order  All  Equipment  Early 
and  Make  Sure  of  Delivery 

Harold's  Sport  Shop 


Third   and    Main    St$. 


Boonville 
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NICKNAMES  were 
"all  the  rage"   and 
baseball  players  in 
Warrick  County  had 
plenty  of  them. 

There  was : 


"•t^OADY"  MCGEE 
"SILENT"  SCHUMACHER 
"CHIEF"  LENN 
"SLIM"  SKELTON 
"BUTTER"  VJILKINSON 
"STORMY"  COPELAND 
"BALLIE"  BARKER 
"SOD"  MILLER 
"WILD  BILL"  ALLEN 
"SHORTY"  VOTE 
"RED"  KIRSCH 
"MUGSY"  BATTEIGER 
"LEFTY"  HUNT 
"GABBY"  GEMLICH 
"FROSTY"  SOUTH 
"BOOTS"  COLLINS 
"SKEETER"  LOGE 
"BIG  SIX"  LEIMGRUBER 
"BABE  RUTH"  SMALL  & 
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"COTTON"  PELZER 
"PROFESSOR"  KATTERJOHN 
"STRIPPER"  SCHIMMELFENNIG 
"POPBOTTLE"  DERR 
"DOC"  SCALES 
"ALE"  BENNETT 
"DOGGIE"  GOUGH 
"BUTCH"  SIEGEL 
"JOHNNIE"  O'LOUGHLIN 
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OWENSBORO  HERE  SUNDAY 

Next  Suhday  the  Owensboro  club 
will  play  in  Boonville.  The  Red  Sox 
defeated  t  his  team  at  Owenaboro 
early  in  the  season  by  a  score  of  1 
to  0,  in  12  innings.  "Bill"  Ling'  who 
formerly  played  ball  with  a  Boonville 
team,  in  manager  of  the  Owensboro 
clubi  These  are  real  gentlemanly 
players  and  the  fans  may  rest  assured 
tbey  will  be  treated  to  a  high-grade 
game,  in  every  way.  Boonville  will 
havcj  the  same  fast  lineup  which  has 
caused  the  best  amateur  teams  of  the 
P6cket  to  sit  up  and  take  notice.  So 
be.  on  hand  Sunday  and  see  a  good 
^aine. 


As  a  part  of  the  American  Legion's 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  at  the 
Boonville  fair  ground  the  Red  Sox 
and  the  Chrisney  baseball  teams 
played  a  fine  game  during  the  after- 
noon. Kohlmeyer  pitched  for  Boon- 
ville;   Lenn    taking    a    needed    rest. 
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One   That  "Toady"   Didn't   Get 


A  man  named  Frank 
Fogerty  did  some  great 
exaggerated  sketches  of 
prominent  baseball 
players  during  1924-1S25 
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Umpire  Collins  Gets  His 


TELL  CITY,  5; 
BOONVILLE,  3 
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A  baseball  game  will  be  played  at 
the  Boonville  Fair  Graund*T)ark  Sun- 
day between  the  Tell  City  Greys  and 
the  Boonville  Red  Sox 

Tell  Oity  defeated  Boonville  in  a 
close  game  last  Sunday  and  the  Red 
Sox  are  out  to  even  thinirs  up.  This 
is  the  second  game  of  a  series  of  five. 
Mgr.  Baker  and  the  boys  deserve .  the 
whole-hearted  support  of  the  Boon- 
ville fans  for  the  showing  made  in 
their  first  game,  so  come  out  and  help 
them  win.  Everybody  boost  the  home 
town  ball  club.  There  will  be  a  pa- 
rade from  the  public  square  at  1:30. 

Mayor  Mullins  will  pitch  the  first 
ball  for  the  opening  game  . 


ELBERFELD  WALLOPS  SELVIN 

The  Selvin  baseball  team  was'  de- 
feated for  the  first  time  this  season 
Sunday.  It  was  handed  a  walloping 
to  the  tune  of  4  to  0  by  the  Elberfeld 
nine  at  Elberfeld.  Jones,  the  pitcher 
for  the  victors,  had  the  Selvin  nine  at 
his  mercy  at  all  times.  Throughout 
the  game  the  visitors  were  unable  to 
conect  with  the  balls  he  pitched. 

Batteries:  Jones  and  Horstman 
ond  Wahl  and  Marshall. 
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ihe   opening:   same   of   the   baseball! 
season  in   Roonville.  which  was  schcd-  | 
ulcd    for    May    11     but    postponed    on! 
accoi'nt    of   ]-ain,    will    be    rlavf^d    Sun-  ' 
day    p.t    the    fair   g:round.     The    lineup 
and    all    thin^r^   as   advei'tised    for  tiie 
May   11th  pame  will  l)e  preserved  for 
this  j^^ame.     Be   there!    . 


ji^lT  Has  To 


(3o  OMEfl  T^^^ 


Nothing  Got  Past  O'Loughlin 
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Elberfeld  has  organized  a  strong 
baseball  team  for  the  coming  -season 
and  has  Sammie  Jones,  a  former 
Three-I  league  hurler,  on  the  roster. 
The  team  booked  several  games  and 
would  like  to  get  in  .touch  with  other 
good  teams.  The  team  will  open  the 
season  May  4.  For  games  write 
Manager  H.  G.  Rue.         /^O^ 


SLUGGERS  WIN  AGAIN 


The  west  side  Sluggers*  baseball 
team  defeated  the  South  Steamers  by 
a  score  of  18-7.     Lineup: 


Sluggers 
Paul  Ketchara — rf 
Ldcket  Gibson — cf 
Leo.  Gentry— If 
Ralph    Fuller— lb 
Ed  Altmeyer— 2b 
Howard  Shafer — 3b 


Steamers    j 

Allen   Foster 

William   Nix 

Oswald  Charleton 

Neil    Fischer 

Enlow,  Anderson 

Hilb't  Heilman 


Harold   Lege — ss     Kanzler,  Anderson 
Ralph   Robinson — c  Robt.   Walker 

R.  Gore — p  Ray  Kanzler! 

Everett  Gore — p  Noble  Enlow 

Batteries:      Gore      and      Robinson; 
Kanzler,  Enlow  and  Walker.  | 

Gore    and    Robinson    were    the    big, 
factors  in  the  game.  i 


/^ 
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CHARLES  (GABBY) 
GEMLICH  recalled  how 
Elbert  Davis  came  out 
to  his  parents'  home 
to  ask  if  their  son 
could  come  play  baseball 
for  him.  Knowing  how  much 
he  loved  the  game,  they 
relented,  even  though  he 
was  very  young. 


Davis  drove  out  to  the 
Gemlich  place  every  evening 
to  pick  up  Gabby,  but,  after 
Gabby  sat  on  the  bench  two 
evenings  in  a  row  and  didn't 
play,  the  third  evening  when 
Davis  arrived  at  the  home, 
Gabby  wasn't  there.  He  was 
playing  at  Degonia  Springs 
on  their  team.  During  a 
later  conversation.  Gabby 
informed  Davis  that  he 
hadn't  joined  a  team  just 
to  sit  on  the  bench  and, 
if  he  couldn't  play  at 
Boonville,  he  would  go 
where  he  could  play!  ! 
After  that,  Gabby  never 
sat  on  the  bench  again. 
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IN  1937,  after  a 
giant  parade  formed 
&  marched  around  the 
Boonville  Public  Square, 
everyone  marched  down 
to  the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds  to  the 
ball  diamond  to  spend 
the  day. 

BOONVILLE 'S  NEWEST  TEAM, 
managed  by  Elbert  Davis, 
sported  brand-new  uniforms: 
gray,  red  &  blue,  made 
possible  by  donations  from 
the  Warrick  County 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

MANSON  LENN  was  one 

of  those  mentioned  most 

often  for  his  pitching 

abilities,  as  was 

RAY  PECK  &  JOHNNIE  MORRISON 
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Baseball,  as 
we  knew  it,  played 
on  the  old  dirt  lot 
at  the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds,  would 
come  to  a  halt  after 
all  the  able-bodied 
men  were  being  called 
into  military  service. 


Years  later,  there 
would  be  other  games 
played  at  the  Scales 
Lake  Park  diamond  or 
at  the  American  Legion 
Home . 
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Over  the  years, 
servicemen  &  women 
who  attended  the 
Big  Boonville  Fair 
while  home  on  leave, 
always  got  a  nod 
&  a  smile  &  a  wave 
from  the  people  along 
the  Midway. 

Many  of  the  servicemen 
&  women  who  wrote *home 
to  their  loved  ones 
during  World  War  II 
wrote  about  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  & 
their  memories  of  it. 
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THRILL  TO  THESE   NERVE-CHILLING  ACTS! 

•  Croth  RoiUOvers  •  Four-Car  Romans 

•  Aecjol  CHss-Croi«  L«ap  •  Barrel  Chase 

•  Hi-Sk|  Driving  •  Three-Car  Broad  Jump 

•  T-Bone  Crash  •  Fire!  Fire! 

4 


In  f/ie  dazzling,  dependable 


25'^  . 


THE  99TH  ANNUAL 
BIG  BOONVILLE  FAIR  opened 
on  Sunday/  July  31,  1955. 


Highlighting  the  fair  were 
the  4-H  exhibits/  some  1,540 
in  all.  Over  350  pies,  cakes 
and  platters  of  cookies  made 
the  Baking  category  the  most 
popular  entry  that  year. 

JACK  KOCHMAN'S  HELL  DRIVERS 
put  on  a  thrilling  show  in 
front  of  the  Grandstand  on 
Sunday  evening  that  included 
such  stunts  as  crashing  a 
car  or  a  motorcycle  through 
a  double  wall  of  fire. 

COUNTRY-WESTERN  SINGER/ 
RAY  PRICE  &  HIS  CHEROKEE 
COWBOYS  also  appeared/  bringing 
both  good  music  and  class  to 
the  Old  Fairgrounds. 

Admission  to  the  grounds  was: 
Adults:  50<t:/  Children:  254; 
and  Automobile  parking:  25<|;. 
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Jack  Kochman's  Hell  Drivers 

I*-      Depend  on 

SINCLAIR 


fi"..  V 


Motor  Oil  for : 
Extra  Engine  Protection! 

Thes<;  drivers  :tai;e  big  chances  -  to  thrill  you. 
But  Ihcy  take  no  chances  on  engine  performance 
and  protection?  .      .       ^j  ,  . 

To  stunt  drivers,  an  engine  breakdown  at  a 
critical  moment  could  spell  disaster.  That  s  v.hy 
these  darcdevas  rely  on  new  Sinclair  Extra  Duty 
Motor  OO.  They  play  safe  -  and  keep  safe? 

Give  your  engine  this  proven  protection. 
'  Chang*  today  to  new  Sinclair  Extra  Duty  Motor 
Oil.  S^  your  Sinclair  Dealer! 


SINCliAIR  EXTRA  DUTY 


MOTOR 
OIL 


RAY  0   WILSON 

j  SUPPLIER. OF       '         *, 

SINCiAlR 


S.  2ND  ST. 


BOONVILLE 


.....,^pur,.,  .1. 
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WHEN  THE  WARRICK  COUNTY 
SCHOOL  BOARD  MET  IN  JUNE  OF 
1955  to  begin  negotiations 
for  the  perfect  site  for  a 
new  Boonville  High  School, 
it  was  the  beginning  of 
the  end  of  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair . . . 

Two  locations  were  submitted 
to  the  State  Board  of 
Education  for  such  a  project 
One,  on  the  Yankeetown  Road 
was  rejected  because  it 
was  on  a  state  highway. 

The  other  was  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds. 
Around  the  community  & 
beyond,  word  spread  guickly 
of  the  proposal  and  each 
of  us,  in  our  heart  of 
hearts,  hoped  that  the 
State  Board  of  Education 
would  look  further. 


261 


IN  SEPTEMBER  OF  1955, 
the  Boonville  Fair  Association 
Board  of  Directors  met  with 
members  of  the  Boonville- 
Boon  Township  School  Board  of 
Directors . 

A  committee  which  was  headed 
by  Curran  Reed  &  Traylor  Inman 
reported  that  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds  property 
had  been  appraised  at  a 
value  of  $67,500. 


The  property,  which  contained 
32  acres  in  all,  with  840 
foot  frontage  on  North  First 
Street,  was  worth  that  &  more. 
The  members  of  both  committees 
took  the  matter  under 
advisement  until  a  later  date. 
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IN  OCTOBER  OF  1955, 
another  meeting  between 
these  two  groups  took 
place.  This  time,  the 
stockholders  of  the 
Boonville  Fair  Association 
were  invited  to  attend. 

After  a  lengthy  session, 
those  representing  the 
Boonville-Boon  Township 
School  Board  of  Directors 
made  an  offer  of  $50,000 
for  the  Old  Fairgrounds 
property. 


The  decision  to  sell  the 
Old  Fairgrounds  property 
was  a  difficult  one  to 
make  for  all  concerned. 
However,  the  members  of 
the  Boonville  Fair 
Association  were  growing 
older  and  becoming  weary. 
The  tremendous  popularity 
of  the  Big  Boonville  Fair 
was  beginning  to  wane 
because  of  advances  in 
television,  movies  &  other 
family  entertainment. 
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After  weeks  of 
discussions,  the 
Boonville  Fair  Association 
stockholders  voted  to 
sell  the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds  property  to 
the  Warrick  County 
School  System  for  the 
sum  of  $50,000. 

The  stockholders  also 
voted  at  the  same  meeting 
to  disband  the  Boonville 
Fair  Association.  Trustees 
Kenneth  H.  Weyerbacher 
Ed  Goerlitz  &  Otto  Hochmeister 
were  instructed  by  the 
Boonville  Fair  Association , & 
Harold  F.  Metz  to  sell  all 
real  estate  and  assets  and 
to  liguidate  their  assoc- 
iation. 

Mr.  Metz  emphasized  that 
one  of  the  stipulations  of 
the  sale  of  the  property 
V7as  that  a  Centennial 
Celebration  be  allowed  to 
be  held  on  the  Old 
Boonville  Fairgrounds  the 
following  year. 
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■  THE  PURCHASE  OF  THE 
OLD  BOONVILLE  FAIRGROUNDS 
PROPERTY  was  made  possible 
with  monies  from  the  Cumulative 
Building  Fund,  yet  the  actual 
construction  itself  required  a 
greater  source  of  funding. 

THE  WARRICK  COUNTY  SCHOOL 
BOARD  consulted  with  leading 
bonding  authorities  in  the 
State  of  Indiana  and  were 
advised  to  issue  "general 
obligation  bonds"  for  both  the 
civil  and  the  school  township 
and  to  combine  this  with  any 
existing  balances  in  the 
building  fund  in  order  to 
construct  the  gymnasium  and 
the  central  heating  plant  at 
the  proposed  high  school. 

Under  this  plan,  only  the 
high  school  building  itself 
would  have  to  be  financed  by 
a  building  corporation  duly 
organized  for  this  purpose. 

Bonding  experts  further 
advised  the  board  that  this 
method  of  financing  would 
save  taxpayers  over  $125,000 
in  interest  over  a  period 
of  years. 
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Therefore,  a 
"Holding  Company" 
called  "The  Boonville- 
Boon  Township  High 
School  Building  Corporation" 
went  on  an  all-out  drive 
to  interest  people  in  the 
community  to  buy  up  "shares" 
of  common  stock  to  help 
finance  the  new  high  school 
bui Iding . 

My  father  went  out  and 
bought  two  shares  for 
everyone  in  our  family. 
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kENNETH  H.  WEYJERBACIIER 


^^ifc. 


Weyerbacher  &  Goerlitz 
were  Trustees  of  the 
Boonville  Fair  Association 
stockholders   in  1955. 
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IN  SEPTEMBER  OF  1958, 
the  Boonville  Centennial 
Celebration  was  held. 

This  event  marked  the 
100th  year  of  coal  mining 
in  Warrick  County  and 
100  years  of  the  City  of 
Boonville's  incorporation. 
Many  of  the  planned 
festivities  took  place 
on  the  Old  Boonville 
Fairgrounds,  as  was 
agreed  to  in  1955  by  the 
members  of  the  Boonville 
Fair  Association  before 
it  was  disbanded  and  the 
members  of  the  Warrick 
County  School  Board. 

Six  exciting  days  &  nights 
made  up  "Centennial  Week" 
in  Boonville.  There  were 
parades,  grand  balls, 
breakfasts  on  the  Courthouse 
lawn,  talent  contests, 
beauty  contests,  house  tours, 
and  much  more.   Everyone  in 
the  community  was  asked  to 
dress  in  clothing  they  would 
have  worn  100  years  ago. 
Men  grew  beards  &  women  wore 
bonnets.  It  was  a  festive  time. 

There  was  the  burial  of  a  time 
capsule  on  the  Courthouse  lawn 
and  a  pageant  called  "Warrick 
Wonderland"  that  drew  thousands 
to  the  Old  Boonville  Fairgrounds 
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The  Centennial  Executive 
Committee  was  made  up  of 
Don  Atkins,  Orgle  Myers, 
Jack  Hottle  &  Dixie  Lee 
Morris  . 


After  tough  competition, 
MISS  SHARON  WHITNEY  was  chosen 
to  reign  as  "Miss  Centennial" 
for  the  week.  Her  attendants 
were:  NAOMI  SMITH,  ALETA  BOYLES , 
JOYCE  CHRISTMAS,  JOYCE  KING, 
LYNETTE  KAISER,  PHYLLIS  PERIGO, 
MARTY  MERRY,  BARBARA  REYNOLDS 
&  BARBARA  BROWN. 

(*  Before  the  week  was  out, 
Joyce  Christmas  died 
suddenly  &  the  other 
attendants  went  enmasse 
to  her  funeral .  ) 
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^oonvilk^  Centennial  Organization^ 


Historical  Program  Committee 

Lloyd  Whitmer Chairman 

Joseph  Ferrante  Prentice  McNeely 

Gus  Ro.th  John  P.  Lutz 

W.  Eskel  Leslie  Charles  Heck 

Gene  Abshire  Mabel  Miller 

Charles  Foster  Elvin  Humphreys 

Gene  Christian  Andrew  Hargrove 
Frank  Harris 

Novelties  Committee 

Jim  Miller Chairman 

Bettye  Metz  Allen  Bennett 

Roland  Poellein  Don  Ashley 

Concessions  Committee 

Don  Atkins Chairman 

Albert  Derr 

Celebration  Ball  Committees 

Mrs.  Prentice  McNeely General  Chairman 

Mrs.  William  Purdue Treasurer 

Decorations  and  Arrangements  at  Elks  Club 

Mrs.  Joe    Ackerman Chairman 

Mrs.  Vernon  Hickman  Mrs.  Donald  Atkins 

Mrs.  Jake  Clark 

Decorations  and  Arrangements  at  St.  Clements  School 

Mrs.  Charles  Derr Chairman 

Mrs.  George  Elzer  Mrs.  Roger  Sullivan 

Mrs.  John  P.  Lutz  Mrs.  Oscar  Phillips 

Decorations  and  Arrangements   at   American   Legion 

Mrs.  John  David  Morris Chairman 

Mrs.  Raymond  Poliakoff  Mrs.  Henry  Goad 

Mrs.  Norman  Wilson  Mrs.  Charles  Kindermann 
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\\^^^^  Men's  Hats  and  Ties  ^—  A  ^/  \  1 

Betty  Metz .'Chairman  V  p 

Ladies'   Sunbonnets 

Betty  Metz Chairman 

SPECTACLE  TICKET  DIVISION 

George  Elzer,  Robert  0.  Barker Co-Chairmen 

Patrons  Ticket  Committee 

George  Elzer,  Robert  0.  Barker Co-Chainnen 

Mrs.  Virginia  Pike  Mrs.  Nelda  Scales 

Mrs.  Joyce  Fisher  Mrs.  Shirley  Hicks 

Mrs.  Grace  Miller  Mrs.  Marcella  Perigo 

Mrs.  Betty  Vote  Mrs.  Nada  Walker 

SPECTACLE  DIVISION 

Arlie   Phillips Chairman 

Scenario  Committee 

Lloyd  Whitmer Chairman 

K.  H.  Weyerbacher  Mrs.  Maude  Kiper 

Mabel  Tillman  Mildred  Richardson 

Margaret  Dillingham  Ferguson 

Cast  Committee  ]': 

Mrs.  Virginia  Pike Chairman 

Mrs.  William  Brumit  Mrs.  Harold  Deane 

Miss  Rae  Garrison  Mrs.  Fred  Wilder 

Miss  Elma  Carolyn  Edwards        Mrs.  Harold  Miller 
Miss  Maud  Ora  Lang 

Properties  Committee 

Eskel   Leslie Chairman 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed.  Kovar  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Whitehouse 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  M.  Lutz         Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Brennan 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leroy  Fleener  Gene  Abshire 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale  Davis 

Construction  Committee 

Jack   Casey ..: Chairman 

Mrs.  Walter  Boreman  Joe  Kuzman 

Bernard  Eger  Robert  Ellis 

Stanley  Hawkins  Laird  Broddy 

James  Kensler  C.  P.  Walters   . 

Owen  Heldt  Dello  Roberts 
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The  Boonville 
Centennial  Celebration 
was  a  good  thing;  not 
only  because  it 
commemorated  important 
accomplishments  & 
historic  events,  but 
also  because  the  pomp 
&  pageantry,  the 
lights  &  the  music, 
the  beauty  &  the  magic 
brought  a  wave  of 
nostalgia  over  all  of 
us . 


For  the  colorful 
costumes,  the  laughter 
in  the  air,  the  sounds 
of  a  big  brass  band 
playing  after  nightfall 
Sx   the  voices  blending 
together  in  song  were 
so  very  reminiscent  of 
the  days  of  the  Big 
Boonville  Fair  on  that 
very  same  spot. 
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Hope 
To  See  You 

FAIR  WEEK 

Enjoy  the  Cool,  Pleasant 

ATMOSPHERE  and  EXCELLENT 

FOOD  at  our  Cafe 

Chicken  Dinners 


Friendly  Service 


ST.  CHARLES  CAFE 

RAY  KENNEDY,  Prop. 


Golden  Gate  Shows 

SHOWING 

BOONVILLE 
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Fair  Grounds 
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